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AnsWer ONE question ONLY

1. C’ourts a'etermme the ambzt of legal wrongfulness (m Romam Duich law) or the ambit
of the duty of care (in English law) based on their assessment of the extent to which
soczety needs protectzon from the carelessness of others. Generally courts in most
Jurisdictions have been reluctant to extend this protectton 10 those suffering pure
economic loss as compared to those suﬁermg loss due to physical injury to person or
property. T herefore the rules regarding liability for negligent statements causing pure
economic loss have been more restrictive than those for negligence in other

circumstances.
Do you agree with the statement above? '

Explain whether you think the rules regarding negligent statements are more restrictive
‘ 'than those regarding negl‘igence generally stcuss the latest developments in the law
- inboth South Africa and England '

You must cite case law to support your answer.

(20 Marks)




In both common law and civil law jurisdictioﬁs courts have hesitated to impose liability
on a defendant for causing nervous shock or psychiatric injury. The reasons include
the fear of false or frivolous claims, the opening up of a flood of cases, the burden on a

' defendant or the msurer, and lack of med;cal knowledge of psychzatrtc illnesses.

Dtscuss how the courts in the UK South Africa and Sri Lanka have addressed these
concerns in recogmsmg claims for nervous shock and developing the law in this regard.
Compare and contrast the approaches of the various jurisdictions and explain how you

would address this area of liability.

You must cite case law in your answer.

(20 Marks)
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