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R.L. Brohier, Links between Sri Lanka and the Netherlands, a Book of Dutch Ceylon,
(Colombo, 1978) 157
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T. Nadarajah, The Legal System of Ceylon in its historical setting (E.J. Brill, Leiden,
Netherlands, 1972) 229-230
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LLU3703 INTRODUCTION TO THE LAWS OF SRI LANKA

Date:30.03.2024 Duration: 09.30 am-.12.30 pm

Total number of questions: 08 ,
Answer Five (05) questions only.

Candidates will be penalized for illegible handwriting.

01. “Two of the most important and valuable introductions of the Dutch to the culture of Cevlon
are the Roman-Dutch Law which is the basis of most of our legislative enactments and the )
700 old manuscripts volumes of the record of their administration of the Island.’

R.L Brohier, Links between Sri Lanka and the Netherlands, A Book of Dutch Ceylon,
(Colombo 1978) 157.

In light of the above statement discuss how Roman-Dutch law was introduced into Sri

Lanka and how it started to be considered as an integral part of common law of the country.
(26 Marks)

02. “English had become the language of administration, of legislation and others so trained,
followed English models in statutes, in judgments and in the forms of documents used in
practice...By the end of a century of British rule, there had been a substantial infiltration
of English law into the legal system of Ceylon.”

‘T.Nadaraja, The Legal System on Ceylon in its Historical Setting (E.J Brill, Leiden,
Netherlands, 1972) 229-230.

According to the above statement, there are several methods of introducing English law
into Sri Lanka. Analyse one such method by providing relevant examples.
(20 Marks)

.

03. Assume that you have been appointed as a member representing Sri Lanka in a committee
appointed to compile a report on the special laws in South Asia. You are requested to gather
information and prepare a report focusing on the following aspects.

a) History of Kandyan law '
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' b) Nature of Kandyan law
¢) The application of Kandyan law
d) Contemporary developments of Kandyan law.

Prepare the report.
(5 x 4 =20 Marks)

04. Saravanan was born in 1975 and his parents were Jaffna Tamils. He had his primary school
education at National Hindu College Jaffna and then entered Trinity College, Kandy for
secondary education. After his school education, he entered the University of Peradeniya
and completed his higher education. Then he joined the staff of the same university as an
assistant lecturer. In 2003, Saravanan married Janani who was also a staff member in the
same university. She was a native of Hatton and her parents were Indian Tamils. After
marriage, they lived in a rented house in Galaha. They had two children named Salini and
Mohan. In 2010, Saravanan sold a land in Jaffna inherited from his parents and built a new
house in Gampola. Moreover, in 2020 he bought another piece of land in Peradeniya
intending to build another house. Saravanan used to visit Jaffna to see his parents once in
three months. In 2023, Saravanan suddenly died in a motor accident in Kadugannawa while -

_be was driving to the university.

Janani seeks your advice on whether Saravanan is governed by Tesawalamai law or general
law. Advise Janani. Support your arguments with decided cases.
(Marks 20)

05. Discuss each of the following situations and provide legal reasoning with the relevant case
law examples.

(a) Abdul is a Muslim, married to Fathima. He contracted a second marriage with a Sinhala
woman called Sumali under general law.

(b) Kamal is a Sinhala man married to Samanthi under general law. While he is married to
Samanthi, he contracted a sccond marriage with Christina, a Sinhala Catholic woman.
by converting to Muslim by himself.

(¢) Riswan, a Muslim man disposed of his property to Kadeeja by a last will.

(d) Samad is a 17-year-old Muslim student. His father Latheef refused to provide his
cducational needs.

(5 x4 =20 Marks)

06. “The application of distinct legal systems with different legal values has created challenges
+ in achieving legal uniformity in Sri Lanka.’

Examine the validity of the above statement by providing suitable examples for the issues
created as a result of the plural legal system of Sri Lanka while suggesting possible reforms
to minimize such issues.

(20 Marks)
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07. Explain the duties of the following judicial officials and judicial tribunals in terms of the
administration of justice in the pre-colonial period in Sri Lanka.
(a) The King
(b) Adhikaramvaru
*(c) The Maha Naduwa (The Great Court)
(d) Gamsabha

(5 x 4 = 20 Marks)

08. (2). Discuss the changes that have taken place in th¢ administrative justice system under
the 1972 and 1978 Constitutions in Sri Lanka.

{b). Describe the power vested in each court under the 1978 Constitution.
(10 x 2 =20 Marks)

-Copyright reserved-
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01. “Two of the most important and valuable introductions of the Dutch to the culture of Ceylon
are the Roman-Dutch Law which is the basis of most of our legislative enactments and the
700 old manuscripts volumes of the record of their administration of the Island.’

R.L Brohier, Links between Sri Lanka and the Netherlands, A Book of Dutch Ceylon,
(Colombo 1978) 157.

In light of the above statement discuss how Roman-Dutch law was introduced into Sri
Lanka and how it started to be considered as an integral part of common law of the country.
(20 Marks)

02. “English had become the language of administration, of legislation and others so trained,
followed English models in statutes, in judgments and in the forms of documents used in
practice.. By the end of a century of British rule, there had been a substantial infiltration
of English law into the legal system of Ceylon.”

‘T.Nadaraja, The Legal System on Ceylon in its Historical Setting (E.J Brill, Leiden,
Netherlands, 1972) 229-230.

According to the above statement, there are several methods of introducing English law
into Sri Lanka. Analyse one such method by providing relevant examples.
(20 Marks)

03. Assume that you have been appointed as a member representing Sri Lanka in a committee
appointed to compile a report on the special laws in South Asia. You are requested to gather |
information and prepare a report focusing on the following aspects.

a) History of Kandyan law .
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*b) Nature of Kandyan law
¢) The application of Kandyan law
d) Contemporary developments of Kandyan law.

Prepare the report.
(5 x 4 =20 Marks)

04. Saravanan was born in 1975 and his parents were Jaffna Tamils. He had his primary school
education at National Hindu College Jaffna and then entered Trinity College, Kandy for
secondary education. After his school education, he entered the University of Peradeniya
and completed his higher education. Then he joined the staff of the same university as an
assistant lecturer. In 2003, Saravanan married Janani who was also a staff member in the
same university. She was a native of Hatton and her parents were Indian Tamils. After
marriage, they lived in a rented house in Galaha. They had two children named Salini and
Mohan. In 2010, Saravanan sold a land in Jaffna inherited from his parents and built a new
house in Gampola. Moreover, in 2020 he bought another piece of land in Peradeniya
intending to build another house. Saravanan used to visit Jaffna to see his parents once in
three months. In 2023, Saravanan suddenly died in a motor accident in Kadugannawa while .

_he was driving to the university.

Janani secks your advice on whether Saravanan is governed by Tesawalamai law or general
law. Advise Janani. Support your arguments with decided cases.

(Marks 20)

05. Discuss each of the following situations and provide legal reasoning with the relevant case
law examples.

(a) Abdul is a Muslim, married to Fathima. He contracted a sccond mairiage with a Sinhala
woman called Sumali under general taw.

(b) Kamal is a Sinhala man married to Samanthi under general law. While he 1s married to
Samanthi, he contracted a sccond marriage with Christina, a Sinhala Catholic woman.
by converting to Muslim by himself.

(¢) Riswan, a Muslim man disposed of his property to Kadeeja by a last will.
(d) Samad is a 17-ycar-old Muslim student. His father Latheef refused to provide his
educational needs.
(5 x 4 =20 Marks)

06. “The application of distinct legal systems with different legal values has created challen ges’
« in achieving legal uniformity in Sri Lanka.’

Examine the validity of the above statement by providing suitable examples for the issues
created as a result of the plural legal system of Sri Lanka while suggesting possible reforms
to minimize such issues.

(26 Marks)
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07. Explain the duties of the following judicial officials and judicial tribunals in terms of the
administration of justice in the pre-colonial period in Sri Lanka.
(a) The King
(b) Adhikaramvaru
*(¢) The Maha Naduwa (The Great Court)
(d) Gamsabha

(5 x 4 =20 Marks)

08. (a). Discuss the changes that have taken place in the administrative justice system under
the 1972 and 1978 Constitutions in Sri Lanka.

(b). Describe the power vested in each court under the 1978 Constitution.
{10 x 2 = 20 Marks)
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