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DURATION: 03 (THREE) HOURS

Date: 02" April 2024 . ;I'ime: 01.30 p.m. — 04.30 p.m.

Total number of questions: 08

Answer FIVE (05) questions only, selecting at least TWO (02) questions each from Part

| and Part li.

Candidates will be penalized for iilegible handwriting.

PART | - Roman Law

1. ‘For the Romans, parental authority always arose from legitimate marital relations.’

in light of the above statement, explain the evolution of Roman law principles pertaining

to patria potestas.

(20 marks)

2. Jupiter is the father of two sons and a daughter called Darius, Cassius, and Augusta

respectively. He intends to write a will nominating Darius and Augusta as the heirs of

his estate while excluding his younger son Cassius from the will. Jupiter thinks that

Cassius will ruin whatever he gets due to his prodigal nature. However, Jupiter does

not expressly disinherit Cassius in the will.

Considering the above factual situation, describe the Roman law principles on testate

succession and examine whether there is any remedy available for Cassius.

(20 marks)
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3. (i) Describe the requirements that must be fulfilled to create a valid contract under
Roman law.

{05 marks)

(ii) Identify the legal consequences of the following situations:

(a) Piinius gave Casca two of his horses to transport wheat from Casca’s farm.
After completing the agreed task, Casca let his brother Mario to use the horses
in his rotary mill for grinding wheat without informing Plinius. Both the horses
were injured since they were not used to work in mills. )

(05 marks)

(b) Paulus borrowed a quantity of wine from Aelius to serve at the marriage
ceremony of his daughter. One week after the ceremony, Paulus returned a
similar quantity of wine to Aelius as he promised. However, Aelius found that
the wine had a bad odour and tasted like vinegar.

(05 marks)

(c) Prisca handed over fifty gold coins to her cousin Juliano since Prisca’s house
was hit by floods. Meanwhile, Juliano’s house was robbed and ali the valuables
including the gold coins were lost. Juliano was severely injured when he fought
with the robbers to save Prisca’s gold coins.

(05 marks)

(5 x 4 = 20 marks)

4, ' (i) HNiustrate the classification of res under Roman law.
(10 marks)
(i) Describe the methods of acquisition of property} under ius civile.
(10 marks)

(10 x 2 = 20 marks)
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PART I - Legal Method

»

5. Roshan and Jayani decided to have their wedding pre-shoot near a spectacular

6.

waterfall situated in the ‘Thuru Viyana’ forest. This location was a remote place where
people cannot reach easily due to the eroded gﬁathways. However, both local and
foreign tourists visit there during the dry season. On the day when Roshan and Jayani
reached the location with the camera crew, they were horrified by seeing a couple
pausing nude for a video. Roshan and Jayani returned without having their wedding
pre-shoot and lodged a complaint with the police about the incident.

The producer of the video and the couple posed nude for it are now charged with

committing an offence under s 4 (c) of the Vagrants Ordinance which states;

‘Every person wilfully exposing his person in an indecent manner...... in any street,
road, highway, or public place or elsewhere to the annoyance and disgust of others
shall be deemed a rogue and vagabond.....’

" The producer of the video denies the charges against him stating that the location
where they recorded the video does not belong to any of the categories mentioned in

s 4 (c) and therefore, no offence is committed.

Discuss the above scenario and advise the producer with reference to the rules of
statutory interpretation. Support your answer with appropriate case law examples.

(20 marks)

“The doctrine of stare decisis has exerted a profound effect on the manner in which
the laws of the land were fashioned and developed by the judiciary...... ’

Cooray LJM, An Introduction to the Legal System of Sri Lanka (1992)

» With reference to the above-mentioned statement, explain the requirements, nature,

and operationalisation of the doctrine of stare decisis in Sri Lanka.
(20 marks)
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7. (i) Equity has been developed as a body of liberal principles that ensures fairness and
justice in the law...’

Examine the significance of equity as a source of law with reference to the above

statement. Your answer should be supported by practical examples and case laws.

(10 marks)

(i) Examine the rationale behind considering the opinions of jurists as a source of law
and describe the contribution of various jurists to Roman Dutch law and Kandyan
law.

(10 marks)

(10 x 2 = 20 marks)

8. Jodha is a 15-year-old boy belonging to a native community living in Kurulu Duwa
village. His parents arranged a marriage for Jodha with a 12-year-old girl Meena
from the same community. Lakshan, an anthropology researcher who happened to
visit Kurulu Duwa village for research, came to know about this marriage and he further

found out that child marriages are a common practice in the community.

»

Lakshan, together with a welfare organization called ‘Rights for All' intends to take legal
action against Jodha’s parents challenging the practice of child marriages. However,
the leader of the native community argues that the practice of child marriages is a
continuous ancient custom in their community sin.ce their ancestors’ times and it has
never been challenged before. He further states that his grandmother, who died
recently at the age of 101 years, has got married at the age of 11.

Examine whether this local custom can be regarded as a valid custom considering the
requirements that has to be fuifilled to obtain legal recognition.

{20 marks)

*Copyright reserved*
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DURATION: 03 (THREE) HOURS
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Total number of questions: 08
Answer FIVE (05) questions only, selecting at least TWO (02) questions each from Part
l and Part Il.

Candidates will be penalized for iilegible handwriting.

PART | - Roman Law

1. ‘For the Romans, parental authority always arose from legitimate marital relations.’

In light of the above statement, explain the evolution of Roman law principles pertaining

to patria potestas.

(20 marks)

2. Jupiter is the father of two sons and a daughter called Darius, Cassius, and Augusta
respectively. He intends to write a will nominating Darius and Augusta as the heirs of
his estate while excluding his younger son Cassius from the will. Jupiter thinks that
Cassius will ruin whatever he gets due to his prodigal nature. However, Jupiter does

not expressly disinherit Cassius in the will.

Considering the above factual situation, describe the Roman law principles on testate
succession and examine whether there is any remedy available for Cassius.

' (20 marks)
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3. (i) Describe the requirements that must be fulfilled to create a valid contract under
Roman law.

{05 marks)

(i) Identify the legal consequences of the following situations:

(a) Piinius gave Casca two of his horses to transport wheat from Casca’s farm.
After completing the agreed task, Casca let his brother Mario to use the horses
in his rotary mill for grinding wheat without informing Plinius. Both the horses
were injured since they were not used to work in mills. .

(05 marks)

(b) Paulus borrowed a quantity of wine from Aelius to serve at the marriage
ceremony of his daughter. One week after the ceremony, Paulus returned a
similar quantity of wine to Aelius as he premised. However, Aelius found that
the wine had a bad odour and tasted like vinegar.

(05 marks)

(c) Prisca handed over fifty gold coins to her cousin Juliano since Prisca’s house
was hit by floods. Meanwhile, Juliano’s house was robbed and ali the valuables
including the gold coins were lost. Juliano was severely injured when he fought
with the robbers to save Prisca’s gold coins.

(05 marks)

(5 x 4 = 20 marks)

4. ‘ (i) Nustrate the classification of res under Roman law.

(10 marks)

(i) Describe the methods of acquisition of property; under ius civile.
(10 marks)
(10 x 2 = 20 marks)



“stb Gy ClBBaNED, sreneoulsd, GBEEhFTmeIULIs), DIEVVBI Qs BL-GIle0 DiVVBI
CorCpmIBeD....  LIDBES ST FFEDEVILID GlaumIeoLILD FBLBSHBID U ULIY,
Corncwr(pELociGp  HeoTenea DYBITEB&BLOTeT apenpiLiled SUDLICVLILIBESIBISTY QUGN [BLIIGLD
S/ CUITEBNLITTSHYLD DHDEVBS] SN INTTEBYLD BEHSLILIGT].

SrQemreiiL.  Suimfiiurery Sieurme  6SigGuirensuly LHGFNS LD Gfley 4 (@) Bev
GBI L Beften 6T semauled GHIbHHEI D06V STEUEYLD, DAEHBUITED  6THD GBBEPD
LfwitiLiL elic0ensv steiod GBUILG D6 Baren GHnFeT.HHemsT LOWIGHST.

GoBBUNHES  EsIDIBEVEHLL SLFTUIEUGIL 6, g FF L QuimpeiGasLedl6 ofaemei QL iiisd
HUTAULITETHSE 21 8eurgenent SULDMIGH . 9 10l eNlemL_WITE S QUITHSHSLOM 6T
BSTLILIEFFL L BIBETITED S HTLULGHSIL Gounemi(BHLd.

(20 Lsiteasein)

6. “BHSHEOBUTE FLLIBISHGT auigeIenIDHSILL L DBEID ©_(HEUTHSLILI L pHolev  stare
decisis CamLT® SpPWTET HTSBHHOS GBUBSHBHUIETENBY. ... ”

Cooray LIM, An Introduction to the Legal System of Sri Lanka (1992)

GuoBCLnhs Fnbieh eiienssiudey, Geomisnsullsy stare decisis G LITL 1965 Ba el aos,
@uisb] DHEID CEFEWBLITLIQEHE eN6THGHSD.

(20 eieaBsiT)

7. (1) euueuTendl HIFTENEUTHE QmTeiensd®EeMat kIS GIDTEIBTES o _meundaliul HeTend LDBMmID
A& FLLHEHE HUTILD oBoId B 2B QeuIdBal...

CuomBuhs FaBlesT LNestestemti N0 &L HEI6 BamBpIeTOUITEIBTES gUILTelest
(HBEUIHHIENSHDSH SITUIS. 2 10F ellsmiWiTendl  HEDL. (LD GIBHHIHHBTLBH6M LBBID
UPHGEF FLLIBIBEITED SLSTTULGHSLILL- Gonemir(HLn.

(10 Lisitefiaein)

(i) sLLbSs  CHIBBIGUTUITES S 6UGOEVIE]T & 66N B([HEHHIHHMENES BHBHHD - QeBm6iTeUH
Seeenflulisd  2_aien  @rambeng  HUILD, o Qgmo L&&H UL 0BGID SHETTQUI
FlLsHBE udBaip sl UGGV B6ITTe  LiFIuIiLICL unissiilienu eMendb@Es.

(10 yeirefiaei)
(10x 2 = 20 L|6TT6IME6IT)

8. @) BT SFTOHH QIHBGID yists Fwpssmss Gsibs 15 elUD Fueuest  CearHN
spaumett. Siuengl GLBEBTY BrsmamEh 6D FepsHmSF Cobal 12 auidl FHanolwimest
LSET  GTGHILIGNEHBEGID  HIHLOGWID QF1g meibs gBurh QFiHem]. GHE HiouT SymobH B B&S
SPTIFREHTE QUOMS SbD LOTEDIL GG  SHUIENTENTT60 foBaGET BbH H(HLOGID LISl
obs1, Cwaid GRHmD B (BLOGTIBIE 61T EFsapsEHB GLITHIeTE  HEML- (PO 6I6BILIEN G
s Gogd S PibHTT.

OHAQET,  SHIMEITEIHEEGHID o fleniosei” 616w GLITSIBHEV SIEODLILL65T  @enesubSH!, Gegr el
CUBOBIMHES aSIme GRbHmSHS BN [HEDL(PENBEHE SIS FLL BLONIGHMS IOk

3




PART Ii - Legal Method

»

5. Roshan and Jayani decided to have their wedding pre-shoot near a spectacular

6.

waterfall situated in the ‘Thuru Viyana’ forest. This location was a remote place where
people cannot reach easily due to the eroded p.athways. However, both focal and
foreign tourists visit there during the dry season. On the day when Roshan and Jayani
reached the location with the camera crew, they were horrified by seeing a couple
pausing nude for a video. Roshan and Jayani returned without having their wedding
pre-shoot and lodged a complaint with the police about the incident.

The producer of the video and the couple posed nude for it are now charged with
committing an offence under s 4 (c) of the Vagrants Ordinance which states;

‘Every person wilfully exposing his person in an indecent manner......in any streef,
road, highway, or public place or elsewhere to the annoyance and disgust of others
shall be deemed a rogue and vagabond.....’

" The producer of the video denies the charges against him stating that the location
where they recorded the video does not belong to any of the categories mentioned in

s 4 (c) and therefore, no offence is committed.

Discuss the above scenario and advise the producer with reference to the rules of

statutory interpretation. Support your answer with appropriate case law examples.

(20 marks)

“The doctrine of stare decisis has exerted a profound effect on the manner in which
the laws of the fand were fashioned and developed by the judiciary...... ’

Cooray LJM, An Iniroduction to the Legal System of Sri Lanka (1992)

» With reference to the above-mentioned statement, explain the requirements, nature,
and operationalisation of the doctrine of stare decisis in Sri Lanka.
(20 marks)
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7. (i) Equity has been developed as a body of liberal principles that ensures fairness and
justice in the law...’

Examine the significance of equity as a source of law with reference to the above

statement. Your answer should be supported by practical examples and case laws.

L]

(10 marks)

(i) Examine the rationale behind considering the opinions of jurists as a source of law
and describe the contribution of various jurists to Roman Dutch law and Kandyan
law.

(10 marks)

(10 x 2 = 20 marks)

8. Jodha is a 15-year-old boy belonging to a native community living in Kurulu Duwa
village. His parents arranged a marriage for Jodha with a 12-year-old girl Meena
from the same community. Lakshan, an anthropology researcher who happened to
visit Kurulu Duwa village for research, came to know about this marriage and he further

found out that child marriages are a common practice in the community.

Lakshan, together with a welfare organization called ‘Rights for Al intends to take legal
action against Jodha’s parents challenging the practice of child marriages. However,
the leader of the native community argues that the practice of child marriages is a
continuous ancient custom in their community sin.ce their ancestors’ times and it has
never been challenged before. He further states that his grandmother, who died
recently at the age of 101 years, has got married at the age of 11.

Examine whether this local custom can be regarded as a valid custom considering the
requirements that has to be fulfilled to obtain legal recognition.

{20 marks)

*Copyright reserved®



