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l. The idea of human rights was historically influenced by the theory of natural rights.

However, natural rights theory is not the only intellectual inspirer of the human rights idea.

Human rights have other secular and non-secular roots.

In light of the above statement, critically assess the relevance of the natural rights theory

to the development of the humanﬁghts idea. (20 Marks)

'[...] the cultural variability of human nature not only permits but requires significant
allowance for cross-cultural variations in human rights. But if all rights rested solely on
culturally determined social rules, as radical cultural relativism holds, there could be no
human rights, no rights one has simply as a human being. This denial of human rights is
perfectly coherent and has been widely practiced. Nevertheless, it is morally indefensible
today.".
- Jack Donnelly, 'Cultural relativism and universal human rights' (1984) 6:4 HRQ
419
Explain the tension between the universal claim of human rights and the cultural specificity
of morality by giving appropriate examples. Do you agree with Donnelly’s statement above

on the moral indefensibleness of radical cultural relativism? Justify your answer.

(20 Marks)
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3. “The recognition of individual complaint mechanisms under the United Nations treaty
mechanism framework marked a great leap forward in terms of human rights protection,
because the individual gain access to remedy at the international level transcending the
limits imposed by state sovereignty’.

Do you agree with the above statement? Critically assess with referring to relevant

examples. ' (20 Marks)

[

4. X and Y are neighboring countries and have had fraternal relations for decades. X is a
regional power with superior military might, whereas Y is a relatively smaller nation. In
2013, a new President was elected in Y who wanted to have stronger ties with state Z,
which is another regional power having a hostile relationship with state X. After the new
President was elected, X launched a military campaign against state Y. The government in
X alleged that the new President was discriminating against the minority community
known as Zumalthans. Zumalthans are people having their origins in the state X but have
a long history in residing in Y’s territory. In the course of the invasion, the armed forces of
X destroyed a number of border towns through indiscriminate air strikes. Human rights
groups reported that around 20,000 civilians died during the air strikes. In retaliation,
President of Y ordered the total destruction of twenty villages where Zumalthan
communities live. Consequently, enraged armed forces of Y carried out a two-week
pogrom against Zumalthans, and even Zumalthan individuals living outside the designated
twenty villages were brutally massacred.

The United Nations Security Council envisages referring the situation in Y‘ to the
International Criminal Court (ICC). X is a state party to the Rome Statute, whereas Y has
not ratified the convention. Assuming you are a legal advisor to the Council, prepare a brief
report outlining whether charges can be brought against both presidents in X and Y before

the ICC. You should identify the possible charges in your outline. (20 Marks)

5. The protection of the rights of children has seen a remarkable development in the area of
international law in the past few decades. Several international treaties refer to the rights
of the child, and the Child Rights Convention (CRC) has established a specific regime to
safeguard these rights.
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(a) Discuss various provisions of international law that provide for the protection of

children with special reference to the CRC. (10 marks)

(b) Assess the national framework in Sri Lanka concerning rights of children in light of the

standards recognized by the CRC. (10 marks)
Various treaty-based mechanisms provide a comprehensive framework for the protection
and promotion of human rights at the international level. The role of state party reporting

is restricted to a mere monitoring task, lacking any authority for implementation.
Critically discuss the above statement with appropriate examples. (20 Marks)

Assume that you have been appointed to a Presidential Commission mandated to
recommend law reforms in Sri Lanka to make the Sri Lankan legal system in line with Sri
Lanka’s state obligations under the Convention on Elimination of all forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). Prepare a summary of recommendations that
you will make. In preparing the summary you should focus on the following thematic areas:
(a) equality of women in political life; (b) social and economic rights of women; (c)

prohibition of discrimination with respect to matters of private and family life.
You should refer to the relevant statutory and treaty provisions in your answer. (20 Marks)

Write brief notes on the following.

(a) Article 2 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural rights
(b) Optional Protocol I of the ICCPR

(c) Universal Périodic Review . .

(d) Duty bearers in human rights (20 Marks)

-Copyrights reserved-
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1. The idea of human rights was historically influenced by the theory of natural rights.
However, natural rights theory is not the only intellectual inspirer of the human rights idea.

Human rights have other secular and non-secular roots.

In light of the above statement, critically assess the relevance of the natural rights theory

to the development of the human'rights idea. (20 Marks)

2. '[...] the cultural variability of human nature not only permits but requires significant
allowance for cross-cultural variations in human rights. But if all rights rested solely on
culturally determined social rules, as radical cultural relativism holds, there could be no
human rights, no rights one has simply as a human being. This denial of human rights is
perfectly coherent and has been widely practiced. Nevertheless, it is morally indefensible
today.".

- Jack Donnelly, 'Cultural relativism and universal human rights' (1984) 6:4 HRQ
419 o |
Explain the tension between the universal claim of human rights and the cultural specificity
of morality by giving appropriate examples. Do you agree with Donnelly’s statement above

on the moral indefensibleness of radical cultural relativism? Justify your answer.

(20 Marks)
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3. ‘The recognition of individual complaint mechanisms under the United Nations treaty
mechanism framework marked a great leap forward in terms of human rights protection,
because the individual gain access to remedy at the international level transcending the
limits imposed by state sovereignty’.

Do you agree with the above statement? Critically assess with referring to relevant

examples. (20 Marks)

4. X and Y are neighboring countries and have had fraternal relations for decades. X is a
regional power with superior military might, whereas Y is a relatively smaller nation. In
2013, a new President was elected in Y who wanted to have stronger ties with state Z,
which is another regional power having a hostile relationship with state X. After the new
President was elected, X launched a military campaign against state Y. The government in
X alleged that the new President was discriminating against the minority community
known as Zumalthans. Zumalthans are people having their origins in the state X but have
a long history in residing in Y’s territory. In the course of the invasion, the armed forces of
X destroyed a number of border towns through indiscriminate air strikes. Human rights
groups reported that around 20,000 civilians died during the air strikes. In retaliation,
President of Y ordered the total destruction of twenty villages where Zumalthan
communities live. Consequently, enraged armed forces of Y carried out a two-week
pogrom against Zumalthans, and even Zumalthan individuals living outside the designated
twenty villages were brutally massacred.

The United Nations Security Council envisages referring the situation in Y to the
International Criminal Court (ICC). X is a state paity to the Rome Statute, whereas Y has
not ratified the convention. Assuming you are a legal advisor to the Council, prepare a brief
report outlining whether charges can be brought against both presidents in X and Y before

the ICC. You should identify the possible charges in your outline. (20 Marks)

5. The protection of the rights of children has seen a remarkable development in the area of
international law in the past few decades. Several international treaties refer to the rights
of the child, and the Child Rights Convention (CRC) has established a specific regime to

safeguard these rights.
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(a) Discuss various provisions of international law that provide for the protection of

children with special reference to the CRC. (10 marks)

(b) Assess the national framework in Sri Lanka concerning rights of children in light of the

standards recognized by the CRC. (10 marks)

Various treaty-based mechanisms provide a comprehensive framework for the protection
and promotion of human rights at the international level. The role of state party reporting

is restricted to a mere monitoring task, lacking any authority for implementation.
Critically discuss the above statement with appropriate examples. - (20 Marks)

Assume that you have been appointed to a Presidential Commission mandated to
recommend law reforms in Sri Lanka to make the Sri Lankan legal system in line with Sri
Lanka’s state obligations under the Convention on Elimination of all forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). Prepare a summary of recommendations that
you will make. In preparing the summary you should focus on the following thematic areas:
(a) equality of women in political life; (b) social and economic rights of women; (c)

prohibition of discrimination with respect to matters of private and family life.
You should refer to the relevant statutory and treaty provisions in your answer. (20 Marks)

Write brief notes on the following.

(a) Article 2 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural rights
(b) Optional Protocol I of the ICCPR

(c) Universal Periodic Review

(d) Duty bearers in human rights B ' I (20 Marks)

-Copyrights reserved-
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