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General Instructions

1. Read all mstructions carefully before answering the questions.
2. Answers should be in clear hand writing.

3. Do not use red color pen.
4. This question paper consists of two (02) sections.

Section 1

o Consists of 15 questions in five (5) pages.

e Answer all questions.

e Each question carries 05 marks.

s Write answers only in the space provided.

» Please do not remove the question paper from the examination hall.

e Youmay spend one (01) hour to answer this section.
Section 11

e Contain six (06) questions.

e Answer any four (04) questions. .

e Youmay spend two (02) hours to answer this section.

e All questions carry equal marks.

» Answer for each question should commence from a new page.
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Section 1

1. Differentiate between “perishables” and “durables”.

Perishables
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Durables

..............................................................................................................

3. List five (05) reasons for the increased postharvest losses in fruits and vegetables
compared to the cereals and grains. '

4, “Postharvest losses in developing countries are higher than the postharvest losses in
developed countries”. Justify the statement giving five (05) reasons.
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5. List four (04) characteristics, which determine the quality of harvested fruits and vegetables

in relation to maturity?

...............................................................................................................
................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................
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10. Differentiate between climacteric fruits and non - climacteric fruits
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..............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

11. Name the postharvest treatment that can be adopted to minimize postharvest losses in

following instances.

i. Remove the contaminated micrOgs/SPOTES .....o.vvviviiiniiiiiiiiia e,
ii. Prevent penetration of microorganisms into certain fruits........................
iil. Prevent contamination of miCrogs ........oovvvviiviiiiiiiiii
iv. Prevent mechanical iInjuries.........cooooeviiiiiiiiiiii e

V. Inactivate MICIOZS ©ovvert et vttt

12. What is meant by postharvest disorder?

...............................................................................................................
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14. Indicate whether the following statements are true or falls.

1. Presence of free water suppress the microbial growth on fruits and vegetables.

oo, ).

ii. Water loss from fruits and vegetables cause only the weight loss of such commodities.

R ).

1ii. Storage of fruit under high temperature level increases the water loss (..........).

iv. Storage of fruit under high RH levels increase the water loss from fruits. (............ ).
v. Mechanical injuries aggravate the water loss from fruits and vegetables. (............ ).

15. Indicate whether the following statements are true or falls.

i. Diseases that appear and develop on the harvested parts of the plants are postharvest
diseases.

1ii. Only pathogens can cause postharvest losses of stored grains. (.......... )

iv. The field pathogens can penetrate into the plant parts either before harvesting or during
storage.

End of section 1
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1. Describe the negative impact of postharvest losses on a country’s economy.

2. Explain five (05) measures that can be taken to prevent and control postharvest diseases
in Sri Lanka.

3. Describe five (05) reasons that can aggravate postharvest losses during transportation of
fruits and 'Vegetables.

4. Identify and briefly describe five (05) preharvest practices that contribute to minimize
the postharvest losses of fruits and vegetables.

5. Discuss the challenges and limitations in the adoption of postharvest technologies among
farmers in Sri Lanka, with relevant examples.

6. Describe the measures that can be taken to minimize the postharvest losses of stored

cereal and grain
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