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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA

DEGREE OF MASTER OF EDUCATION

FINAL EXAMINATION 2010

ESP 2313 - RESEARCH METHODS IN EDUCATION
DURATION : THREE (03 ) HOURS

000:

DATE : 18" December 2010 TIME: 9.302.m. — 12.30 p.m.

Instructions.

1. Answer Question One and any other Two questions.
{(One research problem can be used to answer one question only).
2. Write the answer for Question One in the question paper itself.

Stady the following scenaric and answer the questions based on that.

01.

Mala got her first appointment as a teacher to Galwala Vidyalaya situated in a
remote area. She was assigned to teach mathematics for Grade 9. Mala learnt
from the other staff members that the GCE (O/L) results of mathematics in the
school has been extremely low during the past years, and she wondered what
might be the reasons for this. Further, she observed that the attendance to school
was poor among many students in Grades 9 to 11. She also noticed that there
were few students in her class who have not developed even the basic

mathematics concepts and skills, and she was very concerned on how to support’

them. Mala felt chailenged, faced with several issues.

i Identify a researchable problem from the scenario and write it down.
(05 marks)
ii. State three research questions/specific objectives in relation to the

problems stated above.

................................................................................

(06 marks)
iii. Explain briefly the research design you would employ to study the

problem

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

..........................................................................................

(02 marks)



iv.

vi.

vii.

0001

State three reasons for selecting the above research design.

(06 marks)

State your main considerations (at least two each) in relation to the
following steps of this research study.

STEPS CONSIDERATION
1. Literature Review 1
y U
2. Sampling '1
2 ettt tereta e iraneaeaatierareraaeraairaan
3. Data Collection 1
OO PPN
4, Data Analysis 1
2 e et e ttaiiraeainae s
(08 marks)

Indicate the data collection methods instruments and data analysis
techniques that would be employed in line with the objectives/research
questions.

Objectives/research | Data Collection | Instrument Data  Analysis

Questions Method Techniques

Lo | i e [

OO EUREORTOTPRRII EPOUTTOTOTTISU PPN

K TP IR EPPPUTOTTSRSUIR B P
(09 marks)

Briefly explain two ethical considerations you would apply when
conducting this research study.

....................................................................

(04 marks)
(Total = 40 marks)



02.

03.

04.

Review of literature is an essential, and an important step in the research process.

i.

ii.

fil.

iv.

State five different purposes for which a review of literature would be

useful to a researcher. : (05 marks)
Explain the difference between the two main sources of literature, stating
examples. (05 marks)

Describe briefly five important stages in the process of a Literature
Review.
(10 marks)
Explain five characteristics of an effective Literature Review. _
(10 marks)
{Total = 30 marks)

Experimental studies and Ethnographic studies are two different types of research

designs.

1.

il.

iii.

iv.

State the two major research approaches represented by these two research
designs,

(02 marks)
State two specific research topics/problems each as examples for an
experimental study and an ethnographic study, and explain the
appropriateness of each research design to study the mentioned research
problems.

(10 marks)
Compare and contrast the two research designs (in a table) under the
following aspects.

a) main purposes of research
b) nature of research problems.
c) sampling methods
d) data collection and data analysis
€) role of the researcher
(10 marks)
State strengths and limitations (two each) of the two research designs.
(08 marks)

(Total = 30 marks)

Survey method is a very popular research design in social sciences and education
disciplines.

i.

ii.

iii.

iv.

Explain the main purposes/s of survey research, citing suitable examples
from the literature.

(05 marks)
Describe the main steps involved in a survey research using a suitable
example.

(10 marks)
State three advantages and three limitations of surveys and give your
suggestions to minimize the impact of limitations. .
{08 marks)
Explain how the case study method differs from the survey method.

(07 marks)

(Total = 30 marks)




05.

- 06.

ii.

iii.

iv.

Define what is “Action Research’

(04 marks)
State a research problem suitable to conduct an action research.

(03 marks)
Formulate at least four objectives of this action research.

(08 marks)

Ilustrate the action research process using a diagram, and briefly describe
each step of this process in relation to your research study.
(12 marks)
State three limitations of your research study. ,
(03 marks)
(Total = 30 marks)

Write short notes on any three (03) of the following

i
ii.

iii.
iv.

V.

Need for data triangulation
Construction of a questionnaire to gather data
Conducting an interview with participants.
Planning a correlation study
Characteristics of a good research report.
(10 each)
Total = 30 marks)

- Copyrights reserved -
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