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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA

DEGREL OF MASTER OF EDUCATION

FINAL EXAMINATION 2010

ESP 2311 - PSYCHOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS OF EDUCATION
DURATION : THREE (03 ) HOURS

DATE : 12" December 2010 TIME: 9.30 a.m. -- 12,30 p.m.

ANSWER ANY THREE (03) QUESTIONS ONLY.

0l.  The life-span development is a complex, multifaceted process. No single theory has
' been ablc to account for all aspects of it. However, each theory coniributes an
important picce to explain the life-span development of a person.

i. Explain what is meant by life-span devclopment. (08 marks)
il Examine the stages of Erik Erikson’s psychosocial theory and usefulness of the
theory to explain live-span development of a person. (10 marks)

iil. Erikson has disagrecments as well 4y apreements with Freud’s theory on life-
span development.
a) Examine the basics of Freud’s psychosexual theory in with life-span
development concept. (05 marks)
b) Discuss briefly the agreements and disagreements between the two
‘Theories mentioned above. (10 marks)

02. 1. Explain the “Nature of Emotions’ in light of Opponent-Process Theory and
Cannon Bard theory. (10 marks)

il Adolescence is full of emotional problems than any other stage of life.
a) Discuss four (04) emotional problems experienced by adolescents and
give reasons leading to these problems. (08 marks)
h) Discuss how parents and feachers can help adolescents to overcome the
problems mentioned above. (15 marks)

03. i Explain four (04) prosocial bchaviours that should be developed in young
children. (08 marks)

ii. Examine the teacher's role in developing prosocial behaviour in young
children. (10 marks)

iii. Citing cxamples, explain moral deveiopment of children in the light of
Kohlber’s theory. : (15 marks)
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Adult lewrning is different from learning of young children.

i.

il.

iii.

ii.

i,

ii.

Explain briefly five (05) characteristics of adult leaming 4s explained by
knowles and compare those with characteristics of young children. (15 marks)

Discuss the teaching-learning proces.s suitable for adults in line with the
characteristics explained above. {08 matks)

Discuss briefly any five(05) principles of experiential learning and their
applicability W adult learning as explained by Carl Rogers. (10 marks)

“Development is 8 product of several processes: biological, social und
cognitive (santrock-1997)”. Analyze this statement in light of your
understanding on growth and development. (08 marks)

“Heredity and environment” influences child development. Ciling $uitable
examples explain how those factors would influence different aspects of
development resulting individual ditfereiices in children. (15 marks)

Citing specific exampies, expiai_u the importance of ‘readiness and 1naturity”
when providing learning experiences to children. (10 marks)

Analyze the views put forwarded by

a. Cognitive Psychologists

b. Social learning theorists

on learning and develop your own explunation of learning, {08 marks)

a. Explain the term “Learning Styles™ (06 marks)

b. Discuss briefly with examples (at least 3) the imporiance of
understanding the leamning styles of the student/student teacher by the
teacher/teacher cducator. {09 marks)

c. Discuss how teaching learning experiences should be planned in line
with learning styles of students. {10 marks)

Write short niotes on any three (03) of the following.

1,

1,

1il.

Issues in Special Needs Education

Pinget’s theory on cognitive development

Effucts of motivation on students’ learning and behaviour.

Personality development of children

Facilitating concept formation in students. (11 marks each)

-Copyrights reseived -
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