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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA
DEGREE OF MASTER OF EDUCATION
FINAL EXAMINATIONS — 2012

ESP2313 - RESEARCH METHODS IN EDUCATION
DURATION - THREE (03) HOURS.

Date: 04" May 2013 Time: 9.30 a.m.12.30 p.m.

1. Answer question one and any other two questions (one research problem
can be used in one question only)

2.  Write the answers for question one, on the question paper itself.

01. Four themes related to educational research are stated below. Select one theme,

and answer questions (i) to (iv).

a)
b)
¢)
d)

iil.

Low achievement levels of student in Mathematics.
Integration of ICT to the secondary school curriculum
Bi-lingual education at school level.

Role of the principal as an instructional leader.

Identify a researchable problem, in relation to one of the above themes and

state it.

BN 1C o1 T PP

Research Problemii. . ..ot
(04 marks)

ii. State three specific objectives/research questions/hypothesis, in

line with the specific research problem identified.

| OO

PP

1 TP
(09 marks)

Briefly explain a suitable research design to study the stated research
problem, and give two reasons for selecting this design.

Research Desigii- .o.eeetie i

.........................................................................................



Reasons:- 00023

(07 marks)
iv. Briefly explain a suitable sampling design and give two reasons for

selecting this design.

Sampling Designi- ....coovuieiniiiii i,
Reasons:-
L
e SN P
» (07 marks)
V. Indicate the methods of data collection, instruments, and data analysis -
techniques to be employed, inline with each specific objective/research
question/hypothesis.
bObjective/Research Data collection | Instrument/s Data analysis
question method techniques.
1.
2.
3.
- (09 marks)
Vi. State two limitations of your study.
L
2
(04 marks)
(Total = 40 marks)



02.

03.

04.

00023

Qualitative research methods are increasingly being used in educational research.

i.

il

111.

iv.

il.

11l

v.

Explain why qualitative methods are considered to be more appropriate for
educational research, giving three reasons.

(06 marks)
Compare and contrast qualitative and quantitative research approaches
under the following aspects:

a. Characteristics of the research design.
b. Selecting the sample

c. Data collection

d. Data analysis

(12 marks)

State three issues encountered by a researcher when conducting qualitative
research in the field of education. ‘
: (06 marks)
Suggest at least two measures each to minimize each of the above
mentioned issues.
(06 marks)
(Total = 30 marks)

State specific research problems (one each) that can be studied using the
following research designs.
a. Survey b. Action Research c. Case study

(06 marks)

Explain the appropriateness of each research design to study the stated
research problems. '
(09 marks)

Select one research problem you have stated, and formulate research
questions (at least three) in relation to it.
(06 marks)

Briefly describe the main steps you will be engaged in when studying the
selected problem, according to the relevant research design.
(06 marks)

State three limitations that you will encounter in relation to the research
design selected.

(03 marks)

(Total = 30 marks)

Briefly explain three different methods of data collection that can be used
in an Action Research, and indicate the instruments to be designed for
each method.

(06 marks)



05.

06.

il.

1il.

1v.

ii.

iii.

v.

Describe how each method can be implemented during a research and00023

main considerations (two each) during implementation.
(09 marks)

State one limitation of each method mentioned and measures to overcome
those.
(06 marks)

Explain three reasons for using multiple methods of data collection in a
research. _

(09 marks)

(Total = 30 marks)

Explain what is meant by ‘research ethics’ and the importance of it when
conducting educational research. ‘
(06 marks)

Briefly describe how research ethics can be maintained during each of the
following stages in a research study. (Tow considerations each).
a. Reviewing the literature '
b. Collecting data
c. Reporting the findings
(12 marks)

Describe the role of “researcher as an instrument” while maintaining
research ethics in qualitative research.
(06 marks)

State three advantages of having a written code of ethics for research.
(06 marks)
(Total = 30 marks)

Write short notes on any three (03) of the following.

1.
il.

ili,
1v.

V.

Main characteristics of an experimental research design.
Qualitative methods of data analysis.
Stages in the conduct of an ethnographic research study.
Features of an effective literature review.
Key components of a research proposal.
(10 x 3 = marks)
(Total = 30 marks)

- Copyrights reserved -
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