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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA

FACULTY OF EDUCATION

DEPARTMENT OF SECONDARY AND TERTIARY EDUCATION
POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN EDUCATION PROGRAMME - 2014/2015
FINAL EXAMINATIONS - 2015

ESP1110/2110 - PRIMARY EDUCATION

DURATION - THREE (03) HOURS.

Date: 28" November 2015 Time: 1.30 p.m.04.30 p.m.

Answer All questions in Part I and any three questions from Part II.

PART I

01. Describe in brief the concept of Primary Education.

02. State in brief the views expressed by John Dewey (1859-1952) on education provided
for children.

03. “Maria Montessori is a pioneer in child education”. Explain in brief her views related
to child education.

04. “One of the remarkable changes introduced by the Education Reforms (1997) is
dividing primary classes into 3 stages”. Describe in brief two (02) advantages of
these changes.

05. Name the five (05) pillers of learning that a child must build during the primary
school years.

06. Explain in brief what is meant by “Criterion referenced assessment”.
07. State two (02) functions of the role of an in-Service Advisor.
08. Describe in brief the importance of identifying students’ competencies at the entry

level to the primary education.
(05 x 8 =40 marks)
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PART II

Explain three (03) aims of Primary Education.
(08 marks)
The curriculum of the Primary School has been greatly influenced by
Philosophers. Examine the influence of Mahatma Gandhi’s philosophical
views on Primary Education Reforms introduced in Sri Lanka in 1997.
(12 marks)

List the challenges that Sri Lanka is facing today when providing learning
opportunities to primary grade students.

(08 marks)
Discuss the importance of the Universal Declaration on Education for All in
relation to the provision of primary education for all.

(12 marks)

“The year 1972 was one of the land mark years of Primary Education in Sri
Lanka.” Do you agree? Give reasons to your answer.

(08 marks)
Describe two (02) measures taken by the government to train primary teachers
since 1972.

(12 marks)

Describe developmental characteristics of children in early primary years (key
stage I)

- (06 marks)
Explain how a teacher can prepare the learning environment in the classroom
to support children to develop their competencies based on any three of the
developmental characteristics you have mentioned above.

(14 marks)
Propose a suitable topic for grade 3 students in the subject mathematics.

(04 marks)
Under the selected topic prepare a lesson plan in brief.

(08 marks)

According to the above lesson prepare a check list with suitable criteria to
assess student’s learning.
(08 marks)

“It is necessary to establish a link between home and school”.

1.

ii.

Give your views about this statement as a primary school teacher.

(10 marks)
Describe strategies you could adopt to establish a link between home and
school.

(10 marks)
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