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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA
FACULTY OF EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL NEEDS EDUCATION

POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN SPECIAL NEEDS
EDUCATION PROGRAMME -2012/2013

FINAL EXAMINATIONS - 2014

ESP1231/2231 - PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATION OF

- SPECIAL NEEDS EDUCATION

DURATION - THREE (03) HOURS.

Date: 19" July 2014 Time:1.30 p.m. - 4.30 p.m.

Answer All questions in Part I and any three questions from Part II.

01.
02.

03.

04.

05.
06.

07.

08.

PART 1

Give three (03) reasons why Philosophy of Education is useful to the teacher.

Name two (02) different approaches to Philosophy of Education and briefly explain
them.

When examine the evaluation of education of children with special needs education
we could be found four stages in ‘Integrated education’. Name those four levels and
brieﬂy explain one level.

According to the Rao et. Al (2004) there are 7 principles of special education. Name
at least five out of them. ‘

Define in your own words the concept of ‘Special needs Education’.

Name four (04) pillars of knowledge of education as recommended by UNESCO,
and briefly explain one pillar.

Name three (03) principles what Mahatma Gandhi explained through his educational
programme known as ‘Nai Thalim’.

The professionals of ‘Inclusive Education’ are articulating or expressing the
principles or tenets of inclusive education. Name at least four principles or tenets of
inclusive education.

(5 x 8 =40 marks)



09.

10.

11.

12.

ii.

ii.

ii.

il.

PART II

There are many special education services started under the Social model.

Name and explain at least four different types of special education services
which started under the rehabilitation stage.

(10 marks)
Various new thinking and new realizations opened for education of children
with special needs such as integration and inclusion, during the second half of
the twentieth century. Explain how integration differs from inclusion with

suitable examples.

(10 marks)

‘The basic principle of Special Needs Education is the valuing of diversity
within the regular school environment’. Critically argue on this topic.

(12 marks)
Name at least three right based approaches to education which Tomasevski
(2004) found as principles, and briefly explain how those approaches support
for inclusive education.

| (08 marks)

Explain John Dewey’s ideas about the curriculum, school and methods of
teaching and explain with suitable examples, how do you apply these idea in
the field of special needs education.

(12 marks)
Explain briefly how Mahathma Gandhi’s thoughts, ideas and‘ philosophy
influence on education?

(08 marks)
Explain the evolution of special needs education in Sri Lanka highlighting the
significant initiatives for the benefits of children with special needs.

(08 marks)
The fundamental principle of special needs education is plan, develop and
implement short term or long term educational intervention and support
services for children with different educational barriers within the general
classroom setup. Critically argue on this topic citing suitable examples.

(12 marks)



13.

14.

ii.

Education and values are related to each other, however, the value education
to a great extent is neglected in school. What problems and limitations are
encountered due to the_ above mentioned problem, when implementing
inclusive education in regular school? It is essential to give suitable example
to justify your answer.

(12 marks)
Inclusive Education is a process in which all three important aspects that
teaching, learning and evaluation are interlinked. Therefore it is important
to maintain a good integration and coordination among teachers, students,
school principals and education planners. Citing examples explain how aims
of education provide a foundation to perform their roles when implementing
inclusive education.

(08 marks)

Write short notes on four (04) of the following.

i

1i.

iii.

iv.

Why traditional school system should change for implementing inclusive
education in Sri Lanka? ‘

Importance of parental involvement in the process of inclusive education.
Principal’s role in an inclusive school.

Diversity of the today’s classroom.

Importance of early intervention for children with special educational needs.

- Copyrights reserved -
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