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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA
FACULTY OF EDUCATION

DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL NEEDS EDUCATION
POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN SPECIAL NEEDS
EDUCATION PROGRAMME -2013/2014

FINAL EXAMINATIONS - 2015
ESP1230/2230 - PSYCHOLOGY FOR SPECIAL NEEDS EDUCATION
DURATION - THREE (03) HOURS.

Date: 04" July 2015 Time:9.30 a.m.12.30 p.m.

Answer All questions in Part I and any three questions from Part II.

01.

02.

03.

04.

05.
06.

07.

08.

PART I

Briefly explain main five (05) domains related to total development of a child.
‘Classical conditioning theory is important in making positive environment for
learning of children.

Citing two (02) exampies justify the above statement.

Citiﬁg two (02) examples explain the interdependence of the heredity and
environment. ‘

List out three (03) representations of cognitive development of children presented by
Bruner and explains one of them. »

State two (02) differences between trial and error learning and insight learning.
Explain two (02) ways of applying variable interval and variable ratio scheduled of
reinforcement in handling children in your class room.

Explain how the behaviours of other children may be caused to emotional problems
in children with special needs.

Name three (03) factors that influence cognitive development according to Pieget.

(8 x 5 =40 marks)
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09.

10.

11.

12.

ii.

1i.

il

PART II

Explain five (05) cognitive skills related for effective learning.

(10 marks)

‘Children with special needs may find difficulties in learning due to various

cognitive problems’.

Citing examples justify the above statement.

(10 marks)

There are some learning theories which explained the importance of the field

in relation to children’s learning.

Justify the above statement according to Filed Theory and Gestalt Theory.

(10 marks)

Select one of them and explain the application of its theoretical ideas in

teaching children with special needs.

(10 marks)

What are the challenges that regular education teachers may encounter in

cognitive, social and emotional development of children with special needs.

Examine the teachers’ role in facilitating children with special needs in their

cognitive,social and emotional development.

(10 marks)

‘(10 marks)

How do you change the following roles of teacher in order to facilitate

children with special needs in regular classroom?
As a planner
As an assessor

As a counselor

* As a manager of teaching learning process

(12 marks)

—
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13.

14.

00044

!
ii. Attitudes are most important rather than knowledge and skills that regular i
education teachers possess in handling children with special needs in regula'rh‘\. .

- )

classroom.

Do you agree with the above statement? Justify your point.

(08 marks)
i. ‘Observation is most effective child study method rather than questionnaire in
studying behaviours of children with speciél needs’
Evaluate the statement mentioned above with examples.
(10 marks)
1i. Suppose you need to find out the reasons and background factors leading to

some backward characteristics of a child in your class room.
Citing examples explain the most suitable child study method could be used to

collect data about the child’s behavior.

(10 marks)
Write short notes on any two(02) of the following.
i. Factors affecting growth and development.
il. Transfer of learning
iii. Environmental influence for personality development.
iv. Problems and issues faced by adolescents with special needs.
(10 x 2 = 20 marks)
-Copyrights reserved -
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