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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA"
FACULTY OF EDUCATION

DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL NEEDS EDUCATION
POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN SPECIAL NEEDS
EDUCATION PROGRAMME -2014/2015

FINAL EXAMINATIONS - 2016

ESP1231/2231 - PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATION OF
SPECIAL NEEDS EDUCATION

DURATION - THREE (03) HOURS.

Date: "28‘“~Augﬁ§f',20,jf6_\ : Time:1 (9.30.a.m. — 12.30‘ p-inQ

Answer All questions in Part I and any three questions from Part II.

PART 1

01.  Evolution of the ‘Special Needs Education’ mainly describes under three (03) models.
Name them and briefly explain only one model.

02.  Briefly describe with a suitable example, what is environmental demand in the filed
of special needs education.

03. List five (05) principles of Individual with Disabilities Education Act. (IDEA)

04.  List five (05) contents of an Individual Education Plan/Programme (IEP) for children
with special education needs.

05.  Name three (03) principles what Mahatma Gandhi explained through his educational
programme known as ‘Nai Thalim’.

06.  There are four phases/levels/stages in ‘Integrated Education’. Name them and briefly
explain one.

07.  Define in your own words the concept of “‘Special Needs Education’.
08. Why inclusive education is, described as a team approach. Briefly explain with

suitable examples.
(5 x 8 =40 marks)




09.

10.

11.

ii.

ii.

11.

PART 11

Many researches argue that the term ‘Special’ may perpetuate the binary
divide between ‘ordinary’ and ‘special’ students and systems in education.
Explain with examples.

(10 marks)
Lebelling children with special educational needs may present a barrier to the
development of inclusive practice in schools, and it is not very helpful in
pinpointing the educational difficulties of the learner. -~ Argue with suitable
examples.

(10 marks)

“Inclusion is not a Place or a Programme but an Ideology”. Write an article to
the college magazine under the above topic. (250 words)

(12 marks)
“The basic principle of VSpecial Needs Education is the valuing of diversity
within the regular school environment’. Critically argue on this topic.

(08 marks)

Write four (04) variables that are essential for a ‘change’ of a process of
inclusion in a school and provide example for each of them. |

(10 marks)
Neglecting students with special educational needs considering a disabled
tends to put the burden on the learner and focus on individual deficits, rather
than on the characteristics of the school and environment and therefore excuse
schools from ‘change’. Explain with examples.

(10 marks)




12.

13.

14.

ii.

ii.

11.

A teacher in an inclusive classroom, always consider as a ‘reflective’ and a
effective teacher. Give three (03) reasons and explain with examples. |

(10 marks)
The fundamental principle of special needs education is design, develop and
implement short term or long term educational intervention and support
services for children with different educational needs to remove the barriers
within the general classroom setup. Critically argue on this topic citing
suitable examples.

(10 marks)

Education and values are related to each other, and however, the value
education largely is neglected in school. What problems and limitations
encountered due to the above-mentioned problems, for children with special
education need in classrooms?

(12 marks)
New thinking and new realizations opened for education of children with
special needs such as integration and inclusion, during the second half of the
twentieth century. Explain how integration differs from inclusion with
suitable examples.

(08 marks)

Currently, as a principle it has been accepted that the children with special

education needs should teach within a least restrictive environment (LRE).

a. Explain what is lest restrictive environment.
(04 marks)
b. Argue about the above principle with suitable examples comparing Sri
Lankan education system.
(08 marks)
Describe with practical examples, what is educational exclusion?
(08 marks)
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