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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL STUDIES LN
ADVANCE CERTIFICATE COURSE IN SOCIAL SCIENCES - LEVEL I \@% Sy
FINAL EXAMINATION — 2018/2019 <2
DSC1714/SSC1314 —- UNDERSTANDING LAW T .

DURATION: THREE HOURS (03 HOURS)
Date: 27% July 2019 Time: 09.30 a.m. — 12.30 p.m.,. -

Instructions:

> Answer only five (05) questions.
. » Handwriting should be legible

1. “A plural legal system, consisting of laws of the Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim
communities and laws introduced by the Europeans during their rule, operates in Sri

Lanka”

" Discuss the Sri Lankan legal system in light of the above statement. (20 marks)
2. (i) Explain the hierarchy of court system in Sri Lanka with special reference to the -

jurisdiction of each court. _ | (15 marks)

(i) What is the doctrine of “separation of powers™? - (05 marks)

3. (i) What is the appropriate court the following incidents should be refei_'red to?
a)  Dinithi is considering a divorce action against her husband on ground of
adultery ”
b) Radika wishes to divide a land co-owned by himself and his three sisters. .
¢)  Najith who had been tortured while in police custody, wants.to take a 1e.ga1
action against police for violation of his fundamental rights. "V

d)  The opposition of the Parliament wishes to challenge the constitutionality

‘of a bill presented to the Parliament by the ruling party. -
e)  Police arrest several suspects in relation to a robbery taken place in the

- village of Samagipura. {10marks) i
(ii) Explain the concept of Parliamentary Supremacy” - Q10 'mérks)
1




. Critically comment on the following concepts.
(a) Rule of law
(b) Independence of the judiciary (02 x 10 marks = 20 marks)
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. (i) Write five fundamental rights available to the citizens of Sri Lanka under the )

- 1978 Constitutio'n in Sri Lanka. (05 marks)

(ii) What are the sources of law? Explain ‘ (15 marKs)

(1) Explain the difference between the followings.
¢ Public law and Private Law
¢ Criminal law and Civil law
e Substantive law and procedural law (10 marks)
(ii) Industrial Disputes Act No.43 of 1950 has introduced mechanisms for settlement
of industrial disputes”

Write an article for a newspaper on the above topic. (10 marks)

. (i) What are the requirements of a valid contract? Explain. (10 marks)
(ii) Who are the persons who cannot enter into a valid contract? Explain.

(05 marks)

(iii) Tharindu sent a letter to Priyani, on 31 March 2018 making an offer to sell his

Car. In response to that letter, Priyani wrote to Tharindu informing him that
she was willing to buy it. The letter was posted on 05 April 2018. Tharindu
received the letter on 10 April 2018. However, Tharindu had already sold his
Car fo Dasuni on 08™ April 2019. ‘ |

Advise Priyani whether she can sue Tharindu for breach of contract.

(05 marks)

8. (i)  What are the different types of employment? Explain. © . (10 marks)
(i) Name five statutes in operation for the welfare of employees in Sri Lanka and

~ explain briefly. (10 marks)
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00129 ‘
9, Write short notes on the following topics. |
(i)  Classification of constitutions
(ii) Exemption clauses in contracts
(iit) Offer and Acceptance ‘ -

(iv) Termination of Contract ,
(04 x 05 marks =20 marks)
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