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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE PROGRAMME - LEVEL 03

FINAL EXAMINATION - 2011/2012

LWiJ 1160/1161 — INTRODUCTION TO THE LAWS OF SRI LANKA/
UNDERSTANDING LAW

BURATION - TWO HOURS

Date: 16'" January 2012 Time: 1.00 p.m. - 3.00 p.m.

ANSWER FOUR (04) QUESTIONS ONLY.

Candidates will be penalized for illegible handwriting.

01,

02.

03.

Discuss the following situations and identify the relevant court in Sri Lanka in which
an action could be instituted against the wrong doer.

a)

b)

e)

(i)
(ii)

Chamila, has passed her A/L’s with very high marks. But  'X' University has
refused to give her admission as she is female.

Difini is married to Kasun. One week after their marriage Dilini left Kasun and
went back to her ancestral home. Kasun wishes to file for divorce.

Kamal has quarreled with Nipuna and severely assaulted him. Nipuna wishes
to take legal action against Kamal.

Amara, Vimala and Sumana are parties to a land partition case in a District
Court. Last month judgement was delivered in their case. However, Amara is
not satisfied with the judgment and wants to appeal against it.

The Mayer of the Urban Council of District A, is planning to destroy all the
boutiques in the town area. The boutique owners wish to stop him from doing
s0.

(05 Marks Each)
What do you understand by * sources of law "? (01 Mark)
Discuss the sources of law in Sri Lanka. {24 Marks)

Lal, Gamini and Ranjan are neighbours. Gamini is planning to go to Australia and
wants to sell his house and land. He offered to sell this property to L.al and Ranjan for
Rs. 30 lakhs. Both La! and Ranjan are interested in buying and made separate offers,
Lal made an offer to buy it for Rs. 25 lakhs, while Ranjan offered Rs.28 lakhs. Gamini
refused to accept both offers.



04.  John is a tourist visiting Sri Lanka for the first time. He went to Kandy a‘nd booked a
room in Hotel Kala for two weeks. At the reception he paid the room charges and
went to his room. When he entered the room he saw a notice on the inside of the
door displayed as follows.

‘The Hotel Kala managemenf is not responsible for valuable articles of the guests that
are stolen or lost, unless such articles are handed over to the safe custody of the
manager’.

When he was checking out after his stay John found his .camera and some of his
travellers cheques had been stolen. John wishes to sue the Hotel Kala.

Advise John, ' (25 Marks)

05 (i) Explain the factors that could invalidate a contract? ' . {13 Marks)

(i) Explain the methods by which a contract could be terminated by operation of law.
(12 Marks)

06 (i} Explain the differences between the following.

(a) Personal Law and Territorial Law

(b) Criminal Law and Civil Law

(c) Substantive Law and Procedural Law ‘

{d) Public Law and Private Law {05 Marks Each)
(i) Explain the powers of the Supreme Court of Sri Lanka. (05 Marks)

7. ‘Parliament is supreme. It can make or unmake any law".

Examine the above statement. You are expected to cite relevant constitutional
provisions in your answer. {25 marks)

08. “There is always a contract between an employee and employer. A contract gives

Later Ranjan wrote to Gamini telling him that he is willing to buy the property for
Rs.30 lakhs. By that time Gamini had sold his property to Wasantha for Rs. 30 lakhs.
Ranjan wishes to sue Gamini.

Discuss. | ' (25 Marks)

both employee and employer certain rights and obligations. Labour laws apply only
when there is a contract of employment.”

‘Discuss the different types of contracts of employment in the light of the above

statement. , (25 Marks)
-Copyrights Reserved-
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