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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA
B.Sc. DEGREE PROGRAMME - LEVEL 03
FINAL EXAMINATION 2013/2014
LWU1161 — UNDERSTANDING LAW
DURATION :TWO (02) HOURS.

Date: 01* July 2014 Time: 1.00 p.m. — 3.00 p.m.

Answer any four (04) of the following questions.

Illegible handwritings will be penalized.

1. The Editorial Board of the Open University Law Journal has requested you to write an

article explaining the jurisdiction of each court in Sri Lanka.

Write an essay to the Law Journal of the Open University explaining the court system of
Sri Lanka and the jurisdiction of each court.

(25 marks)

2. a) Sandamali is a Sinhalese girl and married to Somasundaram who was born and
educated in Jaffna as a Tamil and settled down in Colomba. His father has a
permanent house in Jaffna but Somasundaram has never visited Jaffna after his
marriage. Can Somasundaram be considered as an inhabitant of Jaffna?

Explain.
If Somasundaram is governed by Tesawamai Law, explain the law applicable to

Sandamali? (15 marks)

b) Discuss the applicability of the Roman Dutch Law in Sri Lanka.
(10 marks)

3. a) Discuss the different Sources of Law in Sri Lanka. (15 marks)

b) Explain the differences between the following.
i.  Criminal Law and Civil Law.

il.  Substantive Law and Procedural Law (5%2=10 marks)
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Discuss whether a valid contract has been formed in the following situations.

2)

b)

Kavinga; a 16 year old boy offered to sell his computer to Dinusha for Rs 40,000.
Dinusha is 19 years old and she paid the said amount. But now Kavinga refuses to
deliver the computer to her.

Ranil, an Attorney -at-law persuaded Nimali, his client to sell her car to Ranil’s
wife at an extremely low price.

“Pure Property Sale Ltd” owned a swamp land and offered it to sell. However it
was advertised as a commercially viable land. Arjun purchased it and latter found
that it was not suitable for business.

Dumindu promised to give Ranjan Rs 50,000 if Ranjan robs a bank on a Saturday.
Although he robbed the bank he was not paid the promised money.

Sunil offers to sell his old house to Varuna, but Varuna thinks that Sunil is
referring to his new house.

(05 x05=25marks)

List out the requirements for the formation of a valid contract. (05 marks)
Discuss the differences between “Offer” and” Invitation to treat” (10 marks)

Mallika met her friend Kamani on the way and she said to her, “I am going to sell
my house. If you like, I will sell it for Rs. 800,000”. Kamani replied saying, “1
will buy it for 700,000.” Mallika then replied saying “sorry, no reduction of
price.”

A few days later, Kamani wrote saying that she was willing to buy the house for
Rs.800,000. However when Mallika received the letter, she had already sold the
house to a third party.

Advise Kamani.

Support your answer with decided cases.

(10 marks)



b)

b)

Kumara purchased a tea -making machine for his restaurant from Smart
Electronics (Pvt) Ltd and signed a sales agreement without reading it carefully.
The back-side of the agreement contained a clause in very small print stating that
"any express or implied condition, statement or warranty which binds the
company is hereby excluded". The machine did not work properly. Kumara
visited Smart Electronics (Pvt) Ltd and demanded his money back. Smart
Electronics (Pvt) Ltd refused to pay and replied that the exemption clause at the
back- side of the agreement exempted them from liability for any failures of the
machine. Kumara wishes to sue Smart Electronics (Pvt) Ltd.

Advise Kumara.

Support your answer with the relevant cases. (15marks)

Explain briefly the capacity of parties to contract. (10 marks)

“The contract of employment is regarded as the basis of labour relations.
Therefore it is important to differentiate a contract of employment from a contract
for employment.”

Discuss. (15 marks)

The Sri Lankan government has introduced a number of statutes dealing with the
welfare of employees. Identify at least 03 such statutes and discuss the benefits

that employees can obtain by those statutes.

(10 marks)
Write short notes on any five (05) of the following.
a) The Doctrine of Separation of Powers
b) Rule of Law
c) Supremacy of Parliament
d) Independence of the Judiciary
€) Classifications of Constitution
1) Collective Agreement
g) Labour Tribunal (05 x05=25marks)

- Copyrights reserved -
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