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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA
FACULTY OF EDUCATION

BACHELOR OF EDUCATION (SPECIAL NEEDS EDUCATION)
DEGREE PROGRAMME 2016/2017

LEVEL - 05

FINAL EXAMINATION 2017
ESU3136 - PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATION OF SPECIAL NEEDS EDUCATION
DURATION - THREE (03) HOURS

Date: 06.08.2017 : ‘ Time: 01.30 p.m. — 04.30 p.m.

Answer All Questions in Part 1 and any three (03) questions from Part I1.

PART - I

01. Give three (03) reasons on why awareness of Philosophical Foundations of Special Needs
Education is essential for BEASNE qualified teachers and explain one of them.

02.  Name the four (04) pillars ‘Aof education recommended by UNESCO, and briefly explain
one of these pillars how it related to the field of special needs education.

03. According to the Rao et. Al (2004) there are seven principles of special education. Name
at least five (05) out of them.

04. Give four (04) basic policies indicated in the educational philosophy of Maria Montessori,
and explain how one of them is related to the field of SNE?

05. The National Education Commission has introduced a large number of competencies under
5 groups. Name at least four (04) groups, and briefly explain one out of those four.

06. When we examine the history of education of children with special needs we find four
levels in ‘Integrated Education’. Name those four levels and briefly explain one level.

07. How do the professional in the area of inclusive education articulate or express the
principles of inclusive education?

08.  Name at least five (05) of the key international documents which advocate special needs
education and explain one, briefly. n

(8 x 5 =40 marks)




09.

10.

1.

ii.

PART — 11

New thinking and new vistas have opened for the education of children with special
needs (such as ‘integration’ and ‘inclusion’,) during the second half of the
Twentieth Centufy. Explain how integration differs from inclusion with suitable
examples.

(10 marks)

Name at least three (03) rights based approaches to education which Tomasevski
identified as principles, and briefly explain how they support inclusive éducation.

{10 marks)

According to John Dewy, the primary aim of education is to bring about the full personality
development and socialization of the individual. However he believes that the existing
system of education is not successful in achieving this aim.

i.

il.

ii.

Explain citing examples, Dewey’s views relevant to special needs education system
in Sri Lanka to realize the above mentioned aim.

(10 marks)

Explain citing examples, Dewey’s views related to the present Sri Lankan
curriculum to reach above mentioned aim for children with special education needs.

(10 marks)

Education and values are related to each other. Therefore all teachers are expected
to inculcate values and to contribute o the development of values in students.
However, value education to a great extent is neglected to school. What problem
and limitations are encountered in relation to value development when introducing
inclusive education in school?

(12 marks)

“The fundamental principle of special needs education is design, development and
implementation of short term or long term educational intervention and support
services for children facing different cducational barriers within the general
classroom”. Critically discuss this statement giving suitable examples.

(08 marks)




12.

13.

14.

ii.

il.

Explain the difference between *Special Education” and ‘Special Needs Education
(08 marks)

Explain the evolution of special needs education in Sri Lanka highlighting the
significant initiatives for the benefits of children with special needs.

(12 marks)

Special Needs Education is a process in which all three important asl)ect'df‘teacha'ng
learning and alternative evaluation are interlinked. Therefore, it is important to
maintain a good integration and coordination among teachers, students, school
principals and educational planners. With examples explain how aims of the
BEdSNE programme provide a:foundation to perform the roles of students,
teachers and school principals.

(12 marks)

Special Schools in Sri Lanka were established for two major purposes. Name those
two purposes and explain them with suitable examples,

(08 marks)

Explain briefly how Mahathma Gandhi’s thoughts, ideas and philosophy influence
education? -

(10 marks)

Why does the law mandate that children with special needs should be taught in a
least restrictive environment (LRE).

(10 marks)

- Copyrights reserved -
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