THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA

LL.B. DEGREE PROGRAMME - LEVEL 5
1% CONTINUOUS ASSIGNMENT TEST 2010/2011

PUBLIC INTERNATIONAL LAW- LWU 3315/4335

DURATION - 40 MINUTES

Date: 5" October 2010 Time: 10.45 a.m. - 11.25 a.m.

Students will be penalized for iltegible handwriting

Answer ONE question only

1.

“International law is not imposed on States-there is no international legislature.
The international legal system is decentralized and founded essentially on
consensus. .. The absence of strong enforcement machinery is highlighted by
skeptics as a weakness of international law... The international legal system is a
young legal system. It is constantly evolving and developing to accommodate
contemporary needs and demands. It is not simply lawyers’ black letter law, and
the role of politics is an influential one "

Rebecca M.M. Wallace and Olga Martin- Ortega, International Law, (6" ed,
Sweet and Maxwell, 2009), pp. 4-5 :

Critically evaluate the above statement in the light of recent developments in
International law.

Critically analyze the criteria adopted in deciding the validity of customs as a
source in Public International Law. You are required to support your answer with
examples from decided cases.
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and Maxwell, 2009),pp.4-5
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