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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA

LL.B DEGREE PROGRAMME - LEVEL (3

1* CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT TEST - 2010

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW 1 - LWU 1201

DURATION : 40 MINUTES

Date :27" September 2010 Time : 09:30 am -10:10 am

Candidates will be penalized for illegible handwriting.
Answer one question only.

01. There is no single theory that describes how the Constitutions are classified. While some
classifications are based on the manner in which the Constitutions are changed or
amended, there are some others that take the nature or the system of povernment
established by the Constitution as the foundation for classification.

Comment. (20 marks )

02.The Donoughmore Constitution has marked a paradigm shift in the Constitutional
development in Sri Lanka as it was the stepping stone in the movement from
dependence to independence. Moreover, the introduction of universal franchise as early
as in 1931by the Donoughmore Constitution largely contributed to the successful
working of constitutionalism in Sri Lanka. Nevertheless, the same Constitution has been

criticized by some, saying that it failed to live up to the expectations of its drafters and
the people of Ceylon.

Discuss the validity of the above observation in the light of the pre-independence
constitutional reforms.

(20 marks )
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