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Please make sure that your handwriting is legible.

1.

“Mens rea is a term which has no single meaning. Every crime has its own
mens rea which can be ascertained only by reference to its statutory
definition or the case law. The most we can do is to state a general principle,
or presumption, which governs its definition.”

Smith & Hogan, Criminal Law, 11" edition (David Ormerod) 2005, Oxford
University Press, p. 110.

in the light of the above statement, explain the basic characteristics of the
concept of mens rea and its applicability for the establishment of criminal
liability in Sri Lanka. Support your answer with the relevant provisions of
the Penal Code, case law and suitable examples where the above statement is
practically applied.

(20 Marks)
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