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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL STUDIES

LL.B DEGREE PROGRAMME - LEVEL V

FINAL EXAMINATION -2012/2013
LWU3314 - ENVIRONMENTAL LAW
DURATION: 03 HOURS

DATE: 29" October 2013 TIME: 9.30 a.m. — 12.30 p.m.

Total No. of Questions : 07
Answer Question ONE (01) and THREE (03) other questions.

Candidates will be penalized for illegible handwriting.

1)

2)

“We have to evolve new principles and lay down new norms which would
adequately deal with new problems which arise in a highly industrialized

economy”.

M.C. Metha V Union of India AIR 1987 SC 1086.

Discuss this statement in the light of issues of environment, development and
human rights in countries such as Sri Lanka. You should cite both case law and
recent problems and issues which have arisen in Sri Lanka and other countries in

your answer.

Suga Private Limited a company situated at Nilpasyaya engaged in the
manufacture and production of rubber tubes had been discharging untreated
effluents, and chemical waste into the surrounding environment. The water in
certain wells in Nilpasyaya and some other surrounding villages has become
unhealthy for human and animal consumption. This situation has created serious
problems of water supply for domestic use and lately people in the surrounding

villages have started falling ill.

The local authority of Nilpasyaya distributes water tanks among the residents at
Nilpasyaya and the surrounding villages as a short term solution. However the

extensive water and soil pollution remains to be addressed.



3)

4)

3)

Ruwan and some of the residents in Nilpasyaya wish to file action against the
Suga Private Limited for causing this pollution. What judicial remedies are

available to them?

“The environmental impact assessment (EIA) procedure is an effective tool of
environmental law which can strike a balance between development and

environmental protection.”

Discuss the validity of the above statement with reference to the EIA laws of Sri
Lanka.

What amendments would you suggest to these laws to make them more effective

and to remedy any shortcomings?

Alpha is a large modern town of about ten million people in State of Wonder
Land. Beta is a village of great natural beauty and has a number of scenic areas
including lakes and waterfalls etc. Alpha’s local government which is responsible
for garbage disposal dumps garbage in Beta around the lakes. A lot of the
garbage has also been dumped into the lakes. The lakes supply water to nearly
one third of Wonder Land including Alpha and Beta. Since Alpha's local
authority started dumping garbage into the lakes there has been an increase in

kidney disease among people in the surrounding area.

Green Club is an environmental protection organization and seeks to take legal
action against the relevant authorities. They seek your advice. On the basis that
the laws and legal system of Wonderland is the same as that of Sri Lanka, advise
Green Club.

Critically evaluate the effectiveness of the legal regime for the management of
environmental quality and environmental pollution control in Sri Lanka. You

must cite provisions of relevant legislation and decided cases in your answer.



6)

7

The government of Wonderland has decided to build a 600 kilometre long
highway connecting the North and East of the country. This highway crosses
several environmentally sensitive areas including the Maha temple which has
been declared a world heritage site, Kiribadda which is a National Park and the
habitat of migratory species, and Muthuwella which is a wet land declared as a

Ramsar Site

The Government of Wonderland has refused to reveal any information about the
project. Kasun is an environmental law student and he wants to make a report
regarding this project. He wishes to analyze the obligations of the Government of
Wonderland under both domestic and international law in regard to this project.
Assuming that the law in Wonderland is the same as that of Sri Lanka, advice

Kasun.

“The concept of inter-relationship and inter- dependency which exists between
human beings, nature and other life forms is the essence of the well-being of the

human race”
Singh C.J. Vijay Singh Punia V Raj. State Board AIR 2003 Raj 286.

Discuss the validity of above statement in relation to environmental protection

under the Constitution of Sri Lanka.

*** Copyrights reserved ***
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02.

‘aFuyuir  masosmfled  wwwTdsUULL.  QUTHNMTESTISHD  6PdsHEG yYHw
Ursdenansenst  GUIGIOTET  SiETe] @EWTENSSIgW  euamsuld  HBID  yHw
Gamium(haensn  uflewimo  eusniFfwenLws  QawleugiLen, yHu Buiomisenen
gour(® Gaunu Geuswrgusieng)”.

M.C.Metha vs Union of India AIR 1987 SC 1086

@evmiens Cumenin BTHS6MN SMHOTL_60 el wsisenmer Silalhéd wHmID ells
o _Menwasel  (pseones el WEIGEmeNs: GUSHIGHT g  Dbaamlenet SLITUIS.
2 g ealenLuled, Gevmiemnaulsd Bmbald, gmeiw Um mEIGEeMsd QHbHEHID
gWhalenen  sewenww  IyFfenenssT  wopmid el WmIsEHL e,  STUYF
FLLBSMEMULD BT FigHaT L GeuamiHLb.

Bleouswmuealed Siemiohglsiien @MiUT GWTUISmeT 2 _pugd Qauiuyd  wHmih
swurfls@d a&sr  selwnt  OHOLL  swusilwrersl, &SODOUDF  @GO6eded
UTeUsNETSGHSHMTS  Bwdh  HPleyssT  OHUID  @Brerussd  SOaSmenuD
Qauafuilymsdmgl.  Beousdwmw PO SiGmal  Sewidldgienen  dlev
dymomisefeyisien, Hev Hewimiweiled o _aiten ByTengl, wealld WHNID EOBIG DTS
uTeuensidh@ oLCITEEWLMHDSTE WINULD o 6T6MH). DIEBDTLL  LIT6UED 6N SEHT6
i) IBICWITHLD QLT Ts0 Bimlemeotium( QugpLd Gy & Slenensenen
o _(heUnSaLIS|L 6, 1Neseuri SIETTEDLOW &ymomigsegyeier D& &I
Grrwieuruiiu_ad Q& TmBIdueTerme.

Beoueowimrwiellet 2 _emengrld  Sifery  Feouwmeg,  BledusowiTul  OHMID
SIETENLOE  BToaUTHENG, Se0evmIBEHGEMLBCW BTHHTEIEBM6T (& NIEUIST60
sreuts aIPCWTHSHSH sumdsipet. eeusurmmuienid, urflwensy BT OHIID WS
wrgemLe] Hissiur GousmngusTaGal BHbEDS.
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Bleousdwimweled eufld@d Gaum Feomd, (HEUTET 6GISUMEID  &ST  HIWITT
suall HelAOLL 185 wrFmLey gHUBGSSL OBTLTHD aupsEG @amDE
STHEH0  GQFw  elmpLUADTTHET. DUTHEHDHEH DML SDHIIQUISTHEGTEN
BAUIWD FLUL Bleumyenimisst eTen6u?

“GpmTLed HTéHe AU (Besrer (EIA) mBLuy openg, Silelpss  wmHmid
SHOTL60 UTHSTIL eTausuDmISHemL B Fwoplensy CuamidsH@ HDMTeL FL L SHH6T
allemeneyll uwenlsien @T &Hmell @eIMTEBou STeRILILGASTDSI”

BumBurhg ammiler  sueliginL N, @EUEIMBUINIGTEN  HHOTLED HTHS
wHIIH QHTLiUTeT FULBISEHLET OHTLIYNISHS Sprmuis.

@bsF FLLmE6N6TEN  GHMHOUTHS6T WLHMID BlOUTTERIBIGET GTRILME]  Fnlgul
allememayliuwieal  Q&HTWILSTS  LIDNIUSDEG 155G  HHSSBIGm6nl BT
ufifbgHIen i ?

SIOUT  6TaLIG], 6USTLTEUTeRIL. JFel  gmSHHTY UHGEH Le0eWST  1odHEHmend
Qamewi  Quilw  melenm B&JD @aETGWL. GuLm eeug, OQufw Gumbems
SUPMBUID, (G6MEIS6T OHYID  BielpFdssi (pHelweeumenn 2 eTenL s,
Sipdwl  erewieinm ST HABeT  BHleoppbs IpCsamsmend QamewiL  Eymold
RIS STeUUBGHDG. SPausnOIGGI QuTmiLTET SeouTalear o emenpyTLd
SIPFTEIGOTNIG, GlUevusemen GuLmTewsud &mMlujeien  (GHenmideneT QHTLIg
UBSFH. MHophs GlemuseT geoBsu (Genmiseilled OaTLLUUL (B 2 6T6Te.
@ d@G6eNmBIH6T, SeOUT WODID GULT 6TEILIIMEMND 2 _6T6NL HEIU  CUETITLIT6VTEIITIQEN
gOHSTY (weided @ umdn@G BT IBHCWTHSSHID aumHSamet. Ssourealss
2 eiEHIMLAF Fmu GUemLBmEN (GeMmHefled QasTiL pJolssEH  (PSH6L,
siFannTLe  NCxhashdled  eumpdlein WoHHeT WHHUTD FnBre elwrdlser
siHalsg eubgierenend semi(hLlgssLL (H6ITeNE).

et dp&HD  GTE@IUGH  @T  GOHOTLED UTHIBTUY  SIHWLUTGD  6TRTLSIL 68T,
FOUBSUULL AHBTY FMUBEDSE 61HITE FLL BLONgHMS 6IBULUSNEG i
Barmdmgl. Simeu o 1og pBeorsmenenwid Gamil BHEMG. 6eUSILT EoTewTIQEH
FLL (PEDDMENOWITEIHI,  EVBINBEMUI RSHHFH QB BHSIHDOBTERI(H,

~ SleuauplumLUlsd Sl SesSNG LCELTFMEN CIDEIGS.

Qevmiemauler SHOTLED WLIFMHLMUS SLBUUBHHO OHMID HOOTLED S
(PSBTEMDSHGIOUD  GTOTLIDMISHETE FULH O mODuUTLiger aleneneiuwesT GmiSs
[RIGID)| & HLDOT B wgudhs. QuUITH S SLOTeoT FLLBISENEMULLD, Sl L
QUPBGHMETD BT 2 g alenLuled HLigHsTL (Hb.
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CeUTEmIL TN SIFFTRIGLIMS,  DBHILYST  aulH@G  womw  HipdE
aailsuDenmn @emamEGld euswienioman 600 &HGeom  WHMT Benmwonen  HHCaus
OBGBehsTemey @iy  Hiiwrewilss — SToralsHmeEdna. @ oiFHGoaus
OBBEHFT@MmOWTRIZ, 2 608 DB OCFOaEIHMTS alsmbdusd QFwiLL Heen
wasr  Guibfet  (Maha Temple), Gaflw UBISTOTEAD, WLOMID  LIHEUSBTED
@LivGuwirele Gurg, o ulflemiset smduinesed @Liorsa o e @flussr
WHOID  FJ  6ueLWIOTS  [JbFTeursd UrsLeaiuBsHsUUL (B Bmésdam  (1pHEIGae0
@M DULD 2 6N dd @Qmabdlsim, SODTLEO eefded ommi &5HbsHT6
Uy uGHEmen @enLWNISHIEF CF0SFME).

QUTRILTEUTEIIL.  DIFFTEIGLOING, @SS LD OFTLTuTen 6lelald HBEUOBMENUILD
CeuellluBGEs WMISSHIeTeNG. &EHAT cTalLBL HODTLED &FLL  oTewioUs, B
GarLiied L ofisms eaion opss edepbuydprda. @S L omsms
OsTLIUTS  eualiLTeomemiL.  oFmmssHHear Gxdw wopmid sTaulss L6
sLOUT(hEemen  U@GuuTule] GQaFuiw oeuet elHLUSDTET. UL Teomesmil. SiFHlest
FLLID @eomiensd FLLIHMS @HHHeEDH 6ads BHASCETHIH, BH@UHE
SLBTFMET  CULPMEIES.

“walls  aTdsWL, Gudensd wLOHEID VD 2 WT  aRabEEhsE e uls
QsusifiliL(pLd @enLumey LoHmILD QemL_g FHEISUNHSHH60 QIrL_Tumest
BHSCHHUTEIZ, Wl ATHESEHHRT HOMTHAEETE, EGIHULMIDWLITS QTG

Singh C.J Vijay Singh Punia vs Raj, State Board AIR 2003 Raj 286

@evmiens  sipflwsoemolilen S  &OOTLED  UTHISTUYLET  QFHTLIYMISS
CuHBuTHE FamOiei aUIHIHL DU SETTUIS.
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