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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL STUDIES

LL.B DEGREE PROGRAMME - LEVEL III

FINAL EXAMINATION - 2012/2013

LWU1201- CONSTITUTIONAL LAWI

DURATION: 03 HOURS

DATE: 14™ October 2013 TIME: 9.30 a.m. — 12.30 p.m.

Total No. of Questions : 08
Number of questions to be answered: 05

Candidates will be penalized for illegible handwriting.

01. “The Donoughmore Constitution of 1931 marks a watershed in the Sri Lankan

Constitutional history”.

Compile an academic article on the above topic to be included in the monthly
magazine ‘Neethi Meemansa’ published by the law students union of the Open
University of Sri Lanka.

(20 Marks)

02. A study of the Republican Constitutions of 1972 and 1978 makes it evident that
the Westminister model introduced by the Soulbury Constitution has provided

direction for post colonial constitutional developments in Sri Lanka.

Do you agree with this statement? Give reasons to your answer.

(20 Marks)

03.  Concentration of state power in one person or institution is detrimental to people’s
rights and freedoms. The separation of state power among the constituent organs
of government is the best method to circumvent such a detrimental situation.
However, a complete separation of powers would not only isolate the constituent
organs of the government but also make it difficult to get the work of the

government done properly.



04.

Discuss the above statement with reference to the doctrine of separation of
powers. You are expected to cite relevant examples from Sri Lanka and other
countries to support your answer.

(20Marks)

The Sri Lankan judiciary is vested with the absolute responsibility of protecting
the rights of the citizens. In the event of a breach of their rights citizens go before
the courts seeking relief. However, if the courts are not independent then the only
relief the citizens have against any breach of their rights would become a

meaningless illusion.

Analytically inquire in to the following with reference to relevant judicial

decisions,
i) the significance of safeguarding the independence of judiciary. = And

ii) the provisions of the 1978 Constitution that protect judicial independence.

(20Marks)

According to the critics of the executive presidency established under the 1978
Constitution, the provisions relating to the office of the president have created the

constitutional space necessary for an all powerful dictator to emerge.

Critically analyze the powers relating to the office of the executive president
entrenched in the 1978 Constitution of Sri Lanka in the light of the above

statement.

(20Marks)

004



06.

07.

08.

As most jurists concede “Rule of Law” is a classical legal concept of eternal
importance. Nevertheless, it is no secret that this concept has confronted
formidable challenges in the face of modern socio-political realities and judicial
attitudes.

Evaluate the above statement in the light of consensus reached at the 1959 and

1961 congresses of jurists.

(20Marks)

Compare and contrast the proportional representation and the simple majority

electoral systems highlighting the merits and demerits of each system.

(20Marks)
Write short notes on any two of the following.
(a) Classification of constitutions.
(b) The process of constitutional amendment and the referendum.
(©) Public interest litigation.
(20Marks)

*** Copyrights reserved ***
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Opeafleubp MBCWWHSHIES UL FTTHHeEndEa Lsafss @&mpaalu@n.

01. ‘Qovmind  odlwevsmoli]  eugeomBpiied 1931 ouib  oyewiget  GLmeselpir
SfwevenloliLrengl, BT olDFd @EIMTE DOLWTETILGSHSLILGSEDE

gLL remel gaplwsseammed Uysfeasiubn ‘B8 Woaign iU  OrSThe
FehFlmaulled 2 6N SELLBSBHTH, CoBluThs Hemevlilled SHevellanT &I By
QRETMMBES  HUWITTHEH 5.

(20 yeiterllaseit)

02. 1972 wBmId - 1978 b ewTgel  GQWITFT  DIFFUIGVEDLIOLILGHENT  SLFTUIRIFH68
om s Gameoufl oipfwevsnioliiienmsd SNfipsULBGHSILLL  Geusrol leflsror  Lomgif
H Peomensullst  ETevaliGEil  BTVSHBEG  LelbH  SFFulsd  [Hlemeo
DIBBHNS  QRDMIBENOHSIETENHIONIL! SIHLITEND SHTEWIHIQUISTS 2_6IT6NHI.

Com6urhs gaBdpiLenr BT o LeaGANBIT? 2 1H NN GHEHTE  HIJ6mIBISEN6
AULPMHIG B.
(20 yeeraseiT)

03. P&  IDBlell  SHETTOTNSH, @M BULD DVVH @B SN BHNHHIL LD
ROUPSULBSHSULL BH6TeNenIOWITeSHI, &Hensl 2 Menlodel BHBID HFHbHDHIHGEHHES
UTEHSD  ellnenalliusTEDBSHI. DHHMBW  LTSHSHWOM  [Hensveniosnu!  (pASLigHE
WHTEGUSDG, FBHSH (POBUTOIH, DibH DITFTRISSHSE 2 miti|sseienL Gul
opder  aNCapTsssmsd  goRUBHBHE  CEBTETaGTEG.  6leluTBIUIID, @
LLJEwTomel  eUsVIGCaIMToHEIOTaIS, DFFTRGHSHE  yFwsvenoliy]  CQUIBILILIGESn6T
SHNEDULBSHSINSIL 6T OTHSHTIDV60THI, DFFTRIGHHET Uswidmen  CHTHIHWITSF
CFulaImBHUID HIYETDTEHGHHETMSHI.
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AUDIBUBTEED  CaTLUT Yomaid CBILTLDISS  CuoBlutEs  @mbloa  sygmiis.
2 1oy elmLdw YUSMUUGHS @RVRns IBEBID  genearw BrBseNed®mbas!
QUTmSSLTE 2 _HTjemmismen GUILLIGLIBID BT erTUTTSSUILGEIST

(20 ysieMaseir)

Qevmimaulls BHSHHMD & Lgmasang 2 fenwsmenl  UTHISTHGD  LLFem
sLUUTH  &HWSSUULBeiengl. Ligengseflsn o flenoset WBLUUGBD FhHTULKRIGNM
HOUTTemIhHend By b6 (et OFsdeunirae. @Qmbhs GUTSHID, BEILDIBEIGSIT
SHHATOTHMAILITS  QUIRIESTS  FhaTlumseler Curgkl, Urenssensd —sigpmer
iGHmBL 2 _Memio  15PELSHEHHEIOTN  HeUTTemione, SeuToEengl 2 fenisemen
SITHSHIOMB LT QNWBTE UdHa NBBBSI.

FhubsLULL  FLLS  SHTuyseledr ougliumLuled SPSHETEmID  SnBBishHmeT
u@Uurwe GFuis.

(@) BHHHIND HSHHTHMS LUTHISTILSET (PHESSIUD, LBEHID
(ii) BHEEHMB HEHBHTHMS UTHIBTEGD, 1978 oub emiB  SIrdluwisventoli e
o MILILEDT 6.
(20 yenefaseit)

1978 oub yewiigen  SFAievenolilell Sp o Hourhbslul L HodpCauBm H ST
CarewiL.  memmaug)  (weopulensnl  uBEl  elTFHTHeM6l  HSHHHIHGH DENDAITS,
QIMHUNUTST  DiQIeNVED  QOBHTLTUTE  JBUTHSHENTRINE FH6O DS SMJRISEHLD
QB ITeuiTL graurgHarh  @meusny CeuelluBHSHiSBETH  Dsud  DiFSluieventoliL]
Geuel @apflenen gHBUBHS 2 _6iTeNgl.

Bevmimasulls 1978 b WG Sipfwsvenolilsd  Qurgpgisien  BHlenmCaubml
SHSTID  Osrewi  meamgdusdulsnt sigelesd GeTLiTurs CuBGurhs  snblener
BIEIGHIONEG UGLUTUIS QFUIsH.

(20 sitefessin)

‘sl d”  eaeiugl, HHHWUIDTEIHID,  (WPSHSWTaHOLI®H  HBHT0  FLLS
BMHBHOHML 6160 U0  FLLOUTEMTHET  6JBmIh 6B T6TE 6 meT. sieleNT ISl HULIEILD,
BHAUNWE  WemUTRIGSHsT BB  Helen  Fapd  OUIGSTTSTT  WSTTHSMIBE
GTOTLIIBMIGE  (PHDOSTHUILSED L6 6IeTsHOWITE  FauTe0HEnHE 2 L LILBeT6nenio
QreflusbHBEe UUTBULL @sTBrH6a STewilLIBESIBSI.

1959 Bmib 1961 <o SewiBHeMelr FLLouTENTHNG STHISFerS6Te0 TSI L
BHBHOHTmMLUTHEmeT QHTLTUUBGSHS CoBCunphs wHUINGHS.
(20 yeiteMeeiT)
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aldsrary HBlHsien (LB  WBDID  FTHTJem  QUIGLDLITGIND  (LPEHmeNLD
slsiileuBenB QUUILE CoupuBsHd, @sIGeurm (pmBmUleSHIlD [HsTeny  LOBBID
BOIDHBMEUYD &g STL_Hb. ' ' '

(20 yeitefmeit)

Ueireumauesubnfisv steweuCugnid @gewingsit (02) g FBIGAILILSEST 6l SH.
(o) odweosnolilseaie aIGUUTHSD
() ogdwevenolilieln HlmdHmISEHHSTR HLLUIQUPMD WBBID L0HH6T Sl
(®) OQUTHILEHHENT DHHMMB PHG
(20 yetreflaei)
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