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S. Sharvananda J, “Fundamental Rights in Sri Lanka ” (Sri Lanka 1993) p. 213.
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Justice Subba Ro in Basheshar Nath V. Commissioner , In come tax, AIR 1978 SC 597.
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Answer one question only.
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“... Free discusssion of governmental affairs is basic to our constitutional system.
Our form of government is built on the permise that every citizen shall have the
right to engage in political expression and association. The People are the
sovereign , not those who sit in the seats of power. It is the voice of the People
which ultimately prevails. Free political discussion is thus necessary to the end
that government may be responsive to the will of the people and changes may be
obtained by peasceful means. The Constitutional protection for speech and
expression was fashioned to bring about political and social changes desired by the
people.”

S. Sharvananda J, “Fundamental Rights in Sri Lanka > (Sri Lanka 1993) p. 213.

Discuss the legal implications of the above statement citing case law examples
from Sri Lanka and other jurisdictions.

“ A large majority of our people are econmically poor, educationally backward
and politically not yet conscious of their rights, individually or even collectively,
they cannot be pitted against the State Organizations and Institutions , nor can they
meet them on equal terms. In such circumstances, it is the duty of this court to
protect their rights against themselves.”

Justice Subba Ro in Basheshar Nath V. Commissioner , In come tax, AIR 1978 SC 597.
Critically evaluate the validity of the above statement in the light of the morden
approaches to judicary in relation to the procedural requirements of filing

fundemental rights applications.
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