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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA
Li.B. DEGREE PROGRAMME - LEVEL IV

1" CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT TEST 2013

CRIMINAL LAW-LWU 2312

DURATION - ONE HOUR

Date: 06™ March 2013 . . . o Time: 10.45 am. -11.45 am.

Students will be penalized for illegible handwriting

Answer both questions.

1. “There is a presumption that mens rea, or evil intention, or knowledge of the wrongfulness
of the act is an essential ingredient in every offence; but that presumption is liable to be
displaced either by the words of the statute creating the offence or by the subject-matter

with which it deals, and both must be considered”

Per Wright J in Sherras Vs De Rutzen (1895) 1 QB 918 at 921.

In the light of fhé j{:i)ove statement, discuss the applicability of the concept of strict
liability in Sri Lanka and the United Kingdom.

Support your answer with relevant case law.
(12 marks)

2. Explain, with suitable illustrations, what role the State is expected to play in the

administration of criminal justice in a country like Sri Lanka.

(08 marks)
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“Qeleumy SUDIGGL GOUWETD, DIEVGE S GTENTaNID, ©ieveuE  Llemipwimer
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BTG, BHEUULEITD, DIHHIL 6T, Geualyani® il WIbisEpD SHSHH CamereniuL
BeueT(HILb. '

Per Wright J in sherras vs De Rutzen (1895) 1 QB 918 at 921.
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