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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA

FACULT Y OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL STUDIES

LL.B DEGREE PROGRAMME - LEVEL V
CONTINUOUS ASSESMENT TEST 1I - 2013/14
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW - LWU3314

TIME - ONE HOUR

DATE - 25" August 2014 : Time —10.00 a.m —11.00 a.m

Illegible handwritings will be penalized.

Answer one question only.

01. The State of Selonica signed an agreement with a multinational company to construct its
first nuclear power plant in the coastal area called Zealand. The Ministry of Power and
Energy was appointed as a Project Approving Agency by the Selonica Environmental
Council which is the central and main government authority on environmental issues, for

the project.

An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) was prepared in English and it was
published in English newspapers and on the web page of the Environmental Council. A
period of 25 days was given to the public for comments. After the period ended the

Ministry granted approval for the project.

The report stated that the coolant water and low grade waste from the plant will be
dumped into the sea. There is a coral reef situated two miles from the proposed location.
Large families of blue whales and dolphins are also found off this part of the coast.
About 25,000 people who live around 30 km from the project will be relocated from the
area. There is widespread opposition to the nuclear power plant as people fear that an
accident will expose the whole country to radiation. Many people argue that Selonica

does not have the expertise to maintain and operate a nuclear power plant.
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According to the EIA report nuclear power was identified as the only possible strategy to
solve the country’s energy crisis. The cost of the plant was estimated by the company as
US$ 30.5 billion, and the money would be loaned to Selonica at 40% interest to be paid
over a period of 40 years. However, a cost and benefit analysis was not included in the

EIA report.

Shanthi and Maduri, two environmental law students wish to challenge the construction
of the nuclear power plant. Advise them. Note that the laws of Selonica are same as the

laws of Sri Lanka.

(20 Marks)

The original purpose of environmental impact assessment was to control pollution by
deciding where a factory should be located. Since then it has taken on a more important
role. This role has been described as one “implementing the principle of sustainable
development by inﬂuenoing decision makers to take account of the quality of

development and its effects upon the conservation of natural resources...”

Holder, J. (2004). Environmental Assessment , Oxford New York at page . 56

In the light of this statement answer the following questions.

(a) How does an effective EIA process further sustainable development particularly

in a country such as Sri Lanka?
(b) Do you think Sri Lanka’s EIA laws are sufficient to contribute towards ensuring
sustainable development? What improvements and amendments would you

suggest to make this process more effective?

(20 Marks)

Copyrights Reserved.



