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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL STUDIES

LL.B DEGREE PROGRAMME ~ LEVEL III

CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT TEST I -2013/2014

LWU1411 - INTRODUCTION TO THE LAWS OF SRI LANKA
DURATION: 01 HOUR.

DATE: 18™ June 2014 TIME: 10.00 a.m. — 11.00 a.m.

Answer one (01) question only

Candidates will be penalized for illegible handwriting.

1. “ The Proclamation of 23" September 1799 was the first Proclamation issued by
the British rulers afier taking over of the possession of the Dutch in the maritime
provinces in Sri Lanka. This Proclamation enshrines the policy adopted by the

British with regard to all colonies .

This policy was laid down in the case of Campbell v. Hall (1774) 1 Cowp. 204.

Discuss the applicability of Old Batavian Statutes and New Batavian Statutes in
Sri Lanka after the British established their rule in Sri Lanka.
(20 marks)

2. *“ One of the criticisms leveled at William v. Robertson (1886) 8S.C.C. 56 is that it
has laid down a wrong principle of law and distorted the existing legal position

of Kandyan Law which applied to all persons living in the Kandyan Provinces .

Discuss how the Kandyan Law was transformed from common law to a territorial

law and personal law in the light of the above statement.

Support your answer with decided cases.
(20 marks)
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