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OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL STUDIES

LL.B. DEGREE PROGRAMME - LEVEL 4

2ND CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT TEST - 2014
CRIMINAL LAW - LWU 2312
DURATION -1 HOUR

Date

19" August 2014 Time: 3.15 p.m . —4.15 p.m.

Illegible handwriting will be penalized.
Answer ONE question only

1.

“The position in Sri Lankan Law is now settled, accordingly even if a statute is
concerned with a prevention of great social evil, the defence of mistake of fact will be
available to the accused unless the statute expressly excludes the applicability of
Mensrea principle and in such a situation only strict liability would be imposed on the
commission of the prohibited Act”. — Criminal Law Block I, Open University, p.68

Do you agree with the above statement?

Give reasons for your answer and support your answer with statutory provisions and
decided cases in Sri Lanka and England.

(20 marks)

Ajith and his Bamini were a couple living in the same town and had been involved in a
love affair for over two years. One day they spent an evening at the house of their friend
Lal, who lived in the same town, and left his house at around 5 pm to walk back to their
respective homes. While they were walking they got into a heated argument in the
course of which Ajith hit his girlfriend on the jaw knocking her unconscious. Ajith
attempted to lift or drag the body of his unconscious girlfriend away from the scene but
she slipped from his grasp and her head hit the pavement causing a fracture to the skull
from which she died.

Discuss the criminal liability of Ajith with special reference to the “Doctrine of
Causation”. Your answer should be supported by the decided cases from Sri Lanka and
England.

(20 marks)
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