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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL STUDIES

LL.B DEGREE PROGRAMME - LEVEL 4

CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT TEST I-2014/2015
LWU2313 - FAMILY LAW
DURATION: 01 HOUR.

DATE: 09" September 2015 TIME: 02.00 p.m. - 03.00 p.m.

Answer one (01) question only

Candidates will be penalized for illegible handwriting.

01.

02.

“Though marriages which are solemnized violating fundamental statutory provisions render

such marriageé null and void, there are remedies available to mitigate the harshness of the

99

law

Discuss this statement with reference to the concept of putative marriage under Roman

Dutch Law. (20 marks)

Piyasiri and Nalani are governed by General Law. When Nalani's parents strongly
objected to their affair, Piyasiri and Nalani left their homes secretly and went to
Medawachchiya. Piyasiri’s friend Sunil who lived in Medawachchiya arranged a wedding
ceremony. A poruwa ceremony was conducted and friends and relatives of Sunil attended
the ceremony. After the ceremony Piyasiri and Nalani lived as husband and wife on a plot
of land owned by Sunil. The neighbours and villagers accepted them as husband and wife.

Two children were born to them subsequently.

Piyasiri opened a small shop in the village and later became a successful businessman. He
opened a wholesale shop in the town, bought a lorry and built a largé house in the village.
One day when Piyasiri was going to the town he met with an accident and died on
admission to the Medwachchiya hospital. After about one month, Piyasiri’s brother came
to Medawachchiya and claimed that he was the only heir to Piyasiri’s property Nalani was

confused over this statement.

Nalani is very anxious to know whether she and her two children are the lawful heirs to the
intestate property of Piyasiri.
(a) Advise Nalani. (12 marks)

(b) Would your answer be different if all parties were governed by Kandyan Law?
(08 marks)
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