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- THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA
FACULTY OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL STUDIES
. LL.B DEGREE PROGRAMME - LEVEL 3
CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT TEST I-2014/2015
'LWU1411 ~ INTRODUCTION TO THE LAWS OF SRI LANKA

DURATION: 01 HOUR.

DATE: 09" September 2015 TIME: 10.00 a.m. — 11.00 a.m.

Answer one (01) question only

Candidates will be penalized for illegible handwriting.

01.

02.

“The British, through the Proclamation dated 23™ September 1799, ensured
that the laws and institutes that subsisted under the ancient Government of the
United Provinces, would be continued subject to such changes that might be
made by lawful authority. The courts in terms of this proclamation gave effect
to all Dutch statutes that existed in Ceylon under Dutch rule”

Discuss with reference to statutes and case law.
(20 marks)

Saman was a research officer of the Agriculture Research Centre in
Gannoruwa. Saman’s father had been a resident of Galle and had married
Saman’s mother, who was a Kandyan. They had registered their marriage
under the General Law in 1957 and lived in Peradeniya. While Saman was
working in the Agriculture Research Centre he fell in love with Maheshika -
who was a school teacher by profession. Her parents lived in Kandy.
Maheshika’s father was a Kandyan and had contracted a diga marriage in 1946

with Maheshika’s mother who was a resident in Maharagama.

a) Can Saman and Maheshika contract a valid marriage under the Kandyan

Law? Give reasons for your answer. (08 marks)

b) Would your answer be different if Saman’s father had registered his
marriage with Saman’s mother as a binna marriage under the Kandyan

Law in 19492

(12 marks)
Discuss with reference to relevant statutes and case law.
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