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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA -
FACULTY OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL STUDIES

LL.B DEGREE PROGRAMME - LEVEL 3

FINAL EXAMINATION - 2014/2015

LWU1411 - INTRODUCTION TO THE LAWS OF SRI LANKA
DURATION - THREE (03) HOURS

DATE: 20™April 2016 TIME: 9.30 a.m. — 12.30 p.m.

Students will be penalized for illegible handwriting.
Total number of questions 08.

Answer five (05) questions only.

i
1. “Batavian statutes were used to administer justice during the period of Dutch rule. The British

who came to power after the Dutch, ensured continuity of the Dutch laws through the

proclamation of 1799”

Critically discuss this statement with special emphasis on colonial principles and the application

of Dutch statutes during the period of British rule in Ceylon. (20 marks)

2. Gajanayake and Podimanike, hailing from traditional Kandyan Sinhalese families, got married
in Kandy in 1930. They had two children named Kumari and Upatissa. Kumari entered into a
binna marriage with Kamal, a low country Sinhalese, in Kandy in 1948. Their only daughter is

Visaka.

Upatissa got married to Nayana, a resident of Kalutara, in1954. Anuradha is their only son.

Advise Anuradha regarding;

a) The laws applicable to his grandfather, grandmother, mother, father, uncle, aunt and
Anuradha himself. (15 marks)
b) The legal validity of a customary marriage contracted between Visaka and Ruwan who is ¢

Kandyan. (05 marks

You are required to discuss case law and statutory provisions in your answers.




3. Balaram was born to Tamil parents in Jaffna. He received his secondary education at a school i

a) Advice Meena with reference to statutes and decided cases. (15 marks

. “Judges, Lawyers and officers who administered justice in the British era were trained i

Jaffna. Having passed the G.C.E. Advanced Level Examination successfully he obtained
degree in Technology from the University of Jaffna.

Balaram’s first job was in a construction company in Jaffna. Thereafter, pursuant to a
invitation made by a friend, he joined ‘ABC’ Construction Company located in Colombo as a
engineer. He was promoted to the position chief engineer within a short period of time due t
the 10 years of working experience he had gained in Jaffna. During the time he was working i

Colombo he maintained regular contact with his parents through telephone conversations.

Balaram got married to Meena, a girl from Jaffna in 2001 and they held their weddin
ceremony in Jaffna. For about one year after their marriage he travelled to Jaffna every weeken
to spend time with her. Later, he constructed a house in Colombo and brought his wife t
Colombo to live with him. Subsequently he brought his parents to live with them in Colombo a

well.

As a result of leading a stressful life, Balaram died suddenly of a heart attack. Meena seeks you

advice regarding the law which governed Balaram.

b) If Balaram had sold a property in Kankasanture jointly owned by him and a cousin of his

without informing his cousin, explain whether the sale would be legally valid.

(05 marks

English Law. A variety of reasons led them to use principles of English Law when givin

judgments”

Discuss the above statement giving examples which illustrate the reception of English la

through judicial decisions. ‘ (20 marks)




5. Discuss the legal position in the following situations.

. “Although Roman Dutch Law has ceased to exist in Netherland where it originated, it continues

a) Nishantha who was working at a private bank in Matara contracted a marriage with Nalin
under the general law in 2001. In 2002, he was transferred to the main branch in Colombé
as a result of a promotion. He then started a love affair with Samana, pretending to b
unmarried. Later Nishantha converted to Islam and married Samana under the Muslim  la

in 2004. (07 marks)

b) Would your answer be different if Nishantha’s first marriage was in 1994 and he had
converted to Islam in 1995 and married Samana the same year while the first marriage w.
still subsisting? (07 marks)

¢) Ahmad and Rizvana are Muslims who got married under Muslim Law. Since they did n
have children they lawfully adopted two male children, namely Abdul and Abbas: Ahm.
and Rizvana died in an accident. Discuss the rights of Abdul and Abbas to the intestate
property of their adoptive parents. (06 marks)

to flourish in Sri Lanka to date”

Comment on the above statement illustrating your answer with examples from different areas o

law where principles of Roman Dutch Law are applied. ' (20 marks)

“Pluralism is a key characteristic of the Sri Lankan legal system. Different legal principles wit

different social values operating within the same society causes interpersonal legal conflicts”

Discuss the validity of above statement. What suggestions to would you make to introduc

uniformity among the laws applicable in Sri Lanka. (20 marks)

a) Discuss the powers which were vested in the officials and tribunals involved in the

administration of justice in the pre colonial era. (15 marks)

b) Explain the hierarchy of courts introduced to Ceylon by the Dutch, including a discussion of
the jurisdiction of each court. (05 marks)

#*x* A]| rights are reserved****
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