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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA

CERTIFICATE IN PRE-SCHOOL EDUCATION PROGRAMME
FIRST SEMESTER FINAL EXAMINATION —2011

ESC 1222/ESC1233 — CHILD PSYCHOLOGY

DURATION : THREE (03) HOURS

Date: 18" September 2011 Time : 1.00 p.m. — 4.00 p.m.

Answer all the questions in PART I and three from PART 1L

01.

02.

03.

04.

05.

06.

07.

08.

PART I

To make it easier to study child psychology psychologists have introduced three (03)
major domains of development. Name those three domains and briefly explain them.

As a pre school teacher, when you are equipped with a good knowledge of child

‘psychology, you will get abilities to gain a clear understanding of your pre-school

students. List five of those abilities.

Teachers and child psychologists can use different research methods for study of child
behaviour. List five of them.

Citing examples briefly explain, “Overt Behaviour”

Indicate at least three mental capabilities that a child can acquire during the first two
years of life.

Pre school age is the most important period in social and personality development ofa
child. List three factors that influence personality development between two to eight
years of a child.

Citing an example, explain ‘egocentrism’ in pre school children.
Major sensory, physical and mental disabilities cause learning difficulties in school

children. We can broadly categorize children according to their learning difficuities.
Name five categories of such children.

(5 x 8 =40 marks) -



09.

10.

11.

12.

13.

ii.

ii.

ii.

ii.

PARTII

00610

" Citing examples, explain how a pre school teacher can use his/her knowledge in

child psychology to organize activities for language development of pre school
children. '

: (10 marks)

a. Citing examples explain languages difficulties could be found in
children of pre school age.

b. Explain how parents and teachers can support for their language
development. '

(10 marks)

Lot of research studies are being conducted on behaviour ‘of children.
Observation is one of the most useful method of studying behaviour of children.
Explain three (03) important factors that an observer should take into account
regarding observation.

(10 marks)

" As a pre school teacher it is important to know the factors that cause for

abnormal behaviour patterns of children. Citing examples explain two factors
which can lead to abnormal behavioural patterns of children. '
(10 marks)

With the increase of social interaction many emotional patterns ‘could be seen in

pre school children. Citing examples, briefly discuss two  (02) common
emotional patterns in pre school children. '

(10 marks})
Many psychologists describe the period between two to six years as the pre
school age. Many changes occur during this period enable them to enter the
much broader world in future. Explain the following developments of a normal
child during this period.

* Physical development
. Psychomotor development. :
' (10 marks)
a) Explain the terms “assimilation” and “accommodation”
b) Explain how assimilation and accommodation lead to ‘new adaptation’s.
(10 marks)

According to Piaget, most significant cognitive gain in early childhood is, the
emergence of symbolic thoughts. Citing examples explain “symbolic thoughts”.
(10 marks}

Write short notes on any two (02) of the following.

1.
2.
3.

Children with special needs.
Relationship between sensations and perception.
Influence of heredity and environment on child development.
(2 x 10 =20 marks)

- Copyrights reserved -
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