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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL STUDIES

CERTIFICATE IN SOCIAL SCIENCES — LEVEL TI (2010)
- FINAL EXAMINATION (OLD SYLLABUS)

SS¥ 2301 - ELEMENTS OF POLITICAL SCIENCE

DURATION: THREE (03) HOURS

Date: 16™ October 2010 | Time: 1.30 p.m. — 4.30 p.m.

Answer five (05) questions only. Each question carries 20 marks.

1. What are the major elements of the State? Discuss why states think that sovereignty
is very important for them?

2. How does the Marxist view differ from the liberal view of the role of the State?
3. Explain the merits and the demerits of the modern democratic form of government.
4.~ Discus how the British colonial government established a democratic system of

- governance in Ceylon with gradually introduced reforms.

5. Both the first Republican Constitution of Sri Lanka (1972) and the 1978 Constitution
- included provisions on Fundamental Rights of the people. Analyse the importance of
Fundamental Rights for the people of a state.

6. Evaluate the role of both the national and the left movement before and after gaining
independence.
7. While there has been a major debate on abolishing the Executive President’s Office in

Sri Lanka, there have been other moves to strengthen the powers of the Executive
President. Discuss the issue of Executive Presidency in Sri Lanka.

8. Though the people of Sri Lanka have a right to elect parliamentary representatives
from different political parties, there is a tendency among those elected members to
cross over to the ruling party or to the opposition. How does this tendency among the
elected members affect the functioning of democratic system?
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Write short notes on any four (04) of the following topics.

@ Importance of the study of Political Science
(i) Single member constituency system -

(iii)  Amending the 1978 Constitution

(iv)  Role of the Opposition

(V) Fascist form of government

(vi)  Separation of powers
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