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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL STUDIES

CERTIFICATE IN SOCIAL SCIENCES — LEVEL I (2010)
FINAL EXAMINATION (NEW SYLLABUS)

SSF 2305: FOUNDATIONS OF SOCIOLOGY

DURATION: THREE (03) HOURS

Date: 24" October 2010 . Time: 9.30 p.m. — 12.30 p.m.

. Answer five (5) questions only.

. Part I is compulsory.
. Select minimum of one question from Part II and Part IIT and answer four (04)
questions.
PART I
1. Answer all questions. Write short answers (maximum five sentences).

(@) - Define the term ethnocentrism.
(b) - Whatis a sub-culture? Give two examples.
(c) Define briefly the concept of cultural shock.
(d) What are the basic components of social structure?
(e) What is political socialization? :
H What is mechanical solidarity?
(g) Explain the concept of cultural assimilation.
6)] What is meant by social stratification? Give two examples.
(8 x 5 =40 marks)

PART I

[

Write an essay on the discipline of sociology with reference to the following:

(a) Origins of Sociology

) Sociology as a scientific discipline

(c) Five practical uses of Sociology (15 marks)

3. (a) What is meant by theory? Explain briefly.
(b) Describe any two of the following theoretical perspectives in Sociclogy.

6 Functionalist perspective
(if) Contflict perspective
(iii)  Symbolic Interactionist Perspective (15 marks)
4, (a) What is deviance?
(b)  Describe at least one major theory of deviance (15 marks)
5. (a) Discuss briefly what is meant by social stratification.
(b) Write four (04) consequences of social stratification from life-chances
category (15 marks)
1
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PART IHH

(a)  Describe the difference between gender and sex in sociology.
(o)  Explain three sociological explanations of gender stratification.
(¢}  Name five major issues connected with the status women in Sri Lankan

society? (15 marks)
(a) Describe briefly how sociologists explain social problems.
(b)  Explain two theories on social problems with examples. (15 marks)
(a) ‘Education is considered a social institution’. Explain its significance.
(b) Examine the relationship between education and social mobility.
(c) Discuss the status of educational policy in Sri Lanka {15 marks)

Discuss the health challenges related to the rapid growth of aging population in Sri
Lanka. (15 marks)
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